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An Open Letter from the Authors
Dear Church Leader,
Welcome! Ask Me to Pray for You may be the most exciting month in your church year.
As you use this prayer campaign to train and mobilize your people in prayer, your church will be
inviting God’s presence on your ministry with a greater intensity than ever before. And who
knows what this month will do for evangelism and growth?
Read the book Prayer Partners, to learn what the Scriptures say about praying with
another, and to see the various ways people can pray together. This book will give you a vision
of what can happen in your church through prayer.
Ask Me to Pray for You is a month-long focus to train members for a more effective
prayer life by establishing a prayer partner network within the church. This prayer campaign
serves as a tool to (1) teach basic principles of prayer, (2) build stronger families and relationships within your church as individuals begin praying together, (3) organize a network of
praying Christians who will become the ongoing prayer base for future spiritual strength, (4)
provide more situations where Christians can pray, and (5) create a spirit of excitement as
praying Christians begin seeing God answer prayer.

What can you expect from this campaign? First, at the end of the month, your church will
have a larger prayer base. Praying churches experience the blessing of God which may be
expressed in increased conversions, restored relationships, freedom from spiritual bondage,
greater financial resources, and the call of God upon members to full-time Christian ministry.
Second, individual Christians will grow in their prayer life and become better disciples of Jesus
Christ. As Christians grow in their prayer life, they will also begin developing other spiritual
disciplines to become more effective in all they do for Christ.
Let us pray that God will use this tool to help build a prayer base in your ministry and
that believers in your church will partner together to pray for you, their church, and their
community. May the God who answers prayer prove Himself faithful as your church turns to
Him in prayer.
In Christ,
Elmer L. Towns
Lynchburg, Virginia, USA

Douglas Porter
Napanee, Ontario, Canada
“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it
will be done for them by My Father in heaven” - Matthew 18:19

A Pastor’s Testimony to the power of prayer and “Ask Me to Pray for You”
Dear Dr. Towns and Dr. Porter,
In over 29 years or preaching, I have never been involved in anything quite like this.
When we introduced the campaign to the church and made the “Ask Me to Pray for You” button
available, we were pleasantly surprised by the positive response. I asked that people not take a
button unless they were serious about prayer and willing to wear the button all the time. We ran
out of the buttons and had to order more!
People on the street came up to church members and asked for prayer. One day, I forgot
that I had the button on. As I went through a check-out line, the cashier asked me to pray for her
and her husband because he was very ill and needed God’s help. I wondered how she knew I was
a pastor. Then it dawned on me that I was wearing the “Ask Me to Pray for You” button. I took
note of their names and promised to pray, which I have done a number of times since then.
Members began to pray for me more. I could sense the effects in my own life. Personally,
I found myself in one of the hottest spiritual battles of my Christian life. When I began preaching
through the series of sermons on “What Happens When the Church Prays,” I began to feel the
weight of the world on my shoulders. I found myself and my family under an attack like we have

never experienced before. At times I thought I would go crazy. Yet, when I would get up to
preach, there was an unusual power of God’s presence. Lives were being touched and changed.
During this campaign, God turned the searchlight of His truth on my soul. I had prayed
Psalm 139:23-24 for years. Now God was answering that prayer. He showed me a true portrait of
myself. I broke as I saw how I had failed in so many ways. I had to go away for a couple days
and spend time alone with God. I felt as though God released me from the weights of my own
wretchedness and freed me into His service. My life will never be the same again! It has been
forever impacted by the Spirit of God through the effects of “Ask Me to Pray for You!” God has
changed my heart and my attitude toward the things that really matter most in life: Him, my
wife, our children, and the church for which He has made me responsible.
Our church has always been a praying church, but this campaign caused us to look at the
ministry of prayer from every angle. It caused us to realize that prayer is a whole lot more than
just throwing religious words up in the air. It is a sacred responsibility in which we need to get
engaged. Today there is a sense of expectation that God is getting ready to do something
exceeding abundantly above all we could ask or think.
If you want to experience a personal revival in your soul and life, get the church praying,
then watch and see what happens when the church prays!
Pastor Grooms
Virginia

Unique Features of “Ask Me to Pray for You”
This prayer campaign has several unique features, as listed below.
1. A weekly step-by-step planning guide that minimizes pastoral involvement while
maximizing congregational involvement throughout the campaign.
2. Five lesson plans to help your Sunday school teachers or small group leaders teach the
principles of Prayer Partners to your church in a month. Also, an introduction to “Ask Me to
Pray for You” and five lesson introductions on DVD to help in teacher preparation and
presentation to students.
3. Six suggested sermon outlines to give the pastor a head start on preparing messages to
coordinate with the campaign theme.
4. Eight children’s ministry activities and resources designed to help children participate
in the church-wide prayer emphasis.
5. Eight youth ministry activities and resources designed to help youth participate in the
church-wide prayer emphasis.

6. Eleven family resources designed to help families in your church pray together and for
each other throughout the campaign.
7. Print and other media resources to help your church promote prayer and the campaign
theme throughout the month.
8. Two prayer tracts / bulletin inserts that emphasize foundational prayer principles and
coordinate with various campaign activities.
9. Everything you need to conduct a special Saturday prayer gathering in your church.
10. Suggested worship resources of hymns and praise songs on prayer you may be able to
use in your church.
11. Churchwide prayer activity options that will expand and deepen your churchwide
prayer emphasis.
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“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it
will be done for them by My Father in heaven.” - Matthew 18:19

SECTION ONE
Weekly Planning Schedule
Planning Schedule
“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it
will be done for them by My Father in heaven.” -- Matthew 18:19

Twelve Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Begin praying about your church’s involvement in this campaign and those who will
serve on the campaign task force.
___ If you fellowship with other churches and/or pastors on a regular basis, share your
plans to conduct this campaign in your church. If others are interested in a similar prayer
emphasis in their church, discuss the possibility of conducting a citywide or regional Saturday
Prayer Gathering in your community during this campaign. Encourage them to contact Church
Growth Institute to get their own copy of Ask Me to Pray for You and the book Prayer Partners.
___ Schedule this campaign into your church calendar, choosing dates that allow you to
conclude the campaign on a Sunday morning when you will be observing the ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper.
___ Order copies of Prayer Partners for each member of the campaign’s task force.

Ten Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Enlist members of the Ask Me to Pray for You task force to guide the church through
the campaign. (See Section Two, Suggested Job Descriptions for task force members.)
___ Encourage each task force member to enlist a prayer partner, someone who will pray
for and with him or her on a regular basis as he or she serves as part of the leadership team of
this project. Give a prayer partner commitment card to each person (in Section Eight,
Reproducible Promotional Resources).
___ At an initial meeting this week:
(1) Share answers to prayer about this campaign.
(2) Divide the leadership team into groups of two to pray for the campaign.
(3) Walk through the resource packet.
(4) Review the team’s various responsibilities.
___ Establish a schedule of meetings as outlined in this planning schedule.

___ Invite task force members to dream. Ask them what they would like to see God do in
their church as a result of this month-long emphasis on prayer. Share your vision of what you
would like to see God do in your church.
___ Ask each member of the task force to pray for you. Invite them to be your prayer
partners throughout the campaign. (See Establishing Prayer Partners for the Pastor, page 29.)
Compile and distribute a Pastor’s Prayer Partner Prayer List identifying several specific requests
for which you would like prayer. If you would like to experience the ongoing benefits of having
a prayer team praying for you on a daily basis, plan to update this list monthly and distribute it to
members of the Pastor’s Prayer Team.
___ Explain the concept of a Saturday Prayer Gathering to your task force. Explain that
the whole church will gather to pray on Saturday on the final weekend of the campaign.
___ Prayerfully select optional programs to implement as part of your campaign (see
Section Six) and assign a task force member to implement/oversee program.
___ Challenge each member of the task force to choose a weekend between now and the
start of the campaign to fast and pray for the church and this prayer campaign. Ask them to
record their impressions and share them with you before the prayer campaign begins. (See
“Fasting,”)
While pastoral involvement in the campaign is valued, the task force should be able to
provide campaign leadership without the direct involvement of the pastor from this point on.
Give each task force group a copy of information from this packet that relates to their task.
___ Determine what campaign resources you will need and order them or copy or print
them (see Reproducible Promotional Resources).

Eight Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ The promotion task force member should confirm that campaign promotional
resources have been ordered, copied or printed (buttons, books, flyers, prayer partner cards, etc.).
___ The children’s ministry task force member responsible should confirm the
involvement of children’s workers in the poster contest.
___ The youth ministry task force member should confirm the involvement of youth
workers in various youth prayer strategies.
___ The chairman should confirm the involvement of workers and plans for
implementing the chosen prayer programs.

Six Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Present the Introduction: The Power of Prayer Partners on the DVD to your church
leadership teams. Pray together for God’s blessing and churchwide involvement in Ask Me to
Pray for You.

These teams should include:
Task Force

Church Ushers/Greeters

Church Board

Sunday School Teachers/Workers

___ The promotion/advertising task force should confirm that all campaign promotional
resources are received, ready, and available.
___ Children’s workers should challenge children to begin working on their prayer
posters for the poster contest.

Five Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Have the church leadership teams study the textbook Prayer Partners.
___ Teach the church leadership teams lesson one from the Bible Study Lessons, “What
Happens When I Pray for Others.” Have leaders pray together in groups of two after the lesson
so they will become accustomed to praying in twos for others.

Four Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Begin posting various posters from the poster contest in prominent places throughout
the church building. Post only a few posters this week, adding other posters each week from now
through the end of the prayer campaign.
___ Teach the church leadership teams lesson two from the Bible Study Lessons, “What
Your Prayers Do for Your Partner.” They should be prepared for their task in praying with
members of the congregation.
___ Remind the leadership teams that they will be asked by regular members and
strangers to pray with them because they wear the button, “Ask Me to Pray for You.”

Three Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Task force members should begin wearing their Ask Me to Pray for You button.
___ Teach the church leadership teams Lesson Three, “Praying with the Holy Spirit.”

Two Weeks before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Send out Letter One this week from the pastor outlining plans for the month-long
prayer campaign and encouraging congregational involvement (see letter).
___ Leadership team members should begin wearing their Ask Me to Pray for You
buttons.
___ Teach leadership teams Lesson Four, “Praying with the Holy Spirit.”

teams.

___ Hand out instructions on Blessing the Children Day to the members of the leadership

One Week before start of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Announce the upcoming prayer campaign in the worship service this week and
encourage the whole church to use this opportunity to develop their prayer life. Share the brief
illustration of Charles Spurgeon’s “church power plant”.
___ Sunday school teachers or small group leaders and ushers should begin wearing their
Ask Me to Pray for You buttons (if not begun with Leadership Team above).
___ Teach leadership teams Lesson Five, “Two Praying Together in Scripture.”

CAMPAIGN BEGINS
First Sunday of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Use an Ask Me to Pray for You bulletin in worship services this week.
___ Distribute the Prayer Bookmark as a bulletin insert this week and encourage church
members to use it throughout the campaign to record their prayer list and answers to prayer. You
may wish to print additional copies of this resource to use as part of your ongoing prayer
ministry throughout the year.
___ Study lesson one, What Happens When I Pray for Others, in your Sunday school or
small group meetings this week.
___ Have teachers, group leaders and ushers wear the button, Ask Me to Pray for You to
demonstrate their prayer leadership.
___ During the worship service, invite the congregation to pray with you as you lead
them in a pastoral prayer for your church. Explain, they can pray with you as you pray, just as
Jesus and/or the Holy Spirit prays with us when we pray. (See Sunday school lessons on Praying
with the Holy Spirit and Praying with Jesus).
___ Prayer Time:
___ PASTOR/CONGREGATION PRAYER OPTION ONE: Ask people in the
congregation to turn to the person next to them and ask the question, “What may I pray for you
today?” Announce that at the end of the sermon they’ll be given an opportunity to pray with that
person. However, during the pastoral prayer, they should pray silently for the person next to
them.
End the sermon by inviting everyone to pray quietly with the person sitting next to them.
Give them a few moments to get acquainted, and then allow them to pray together for at least
one request they have shared. Be sensitive to some who do not prefer to pray out loud.

Announce, “Some do not wish to pray out loud, just tell the one next to you that you prefer
to pray alone. Then do it. Some may want to join another in prayer, but not pray out loud.
Simply tell the other person that you’ll pray in your heart as they pray out loud” Give the
congregation approximately two minutes to pray in groups of two. Then ask the musical instruments to play a prayer hymn softly. That will signal the groups to begin closing their prayer.
Finally, the pastor can pray or give the benediction audibly while some groups finish up their
praying.
___ CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OPTION TWO: If you have a congregational
prayer time as a regular part of your service, use that time to have everyone ask the person next
to them what they could pray for them. Then, give the congregation two or three minutes for that
prayer.
___ Use sermon outline one, The Church That Prays Together Experiences Revival to
motivate your church to pray for revival.
___ Have children’s workers teach a prayer chorus to the children in Sunday school or
children’s church. They will sing this chorus as part of the worship service in week three.
___ Announce some of the family prayer resources for the various family groups to begin
using. These can be placed in PowerPoint (see CD), printed on the bulletin or announced from
the pulpit. (See Family Prayer Resources).
___ Announce that next Sunday is “Blessing the Children Day.” Explain the outreach
into the community. Explain what will happen at the end of the sermon next Sunday. Ask members to take “door hangers” to distribute to friends and neighbors as an invitation for next Sunday
(see Section Eight).
___ During the week get a youth group, older children’s group with chaperones or
families to “hang” the door hangers in the neighborhood to invite neighbors to Blessing the
Children Day.

Second Sunday of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Use an Ask Me to Pray for You bulletin in worship services this week.
___ Study lesson two, What Your Prayers Do for Your Partner, in Sunday school or
small group meetings this week.
___ Use sermon outline two, The Church That Prays Together Experiences Renewal to
encourage your people to stay fresh in their prayer life.
___ Use the bulletin insert How to Pray for Your Family this week. Remind your people
that families need prayer more today than ever before. Encourage each parent and grandparent
present to use the suggestions as a guide in their prayers for their family.
___ BLESSING THE CHILDREN Service.

__ Instruct the instrumentalists to play softly during prayers.
___ Give the pastoral benediction, using the Aaronic Blessing (Num. 6:24-26), after the
groups have finished praying (see Pastor’s Prayer/Blessing).
___ Announce the Prayer Gathering that will be held on a future Saturday (give date).
___ Send Letter Four to follow up with all guests who brought their children to the
Blessing the Children Service. You should find their addresses on the cards turned in to the
praying leaders at the service.

Third Sunday of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Use an Ask Me to Pray for You bulletin in worship services this week.
___ Study lesson three, Praying with the Holy Spirit, in Sunday school or small group
meetings this week.
___ Use sermon outline three, The Church that Prays Together Experiences Restoration,
to teach your people the importance of prayer in building healthy relationships.
___ Use How to Pray for Your Pastor as a bulletin insert. Have your Pastoral Prayer
Team coordinator speak briefly in the worship service to draw people’s attention to the insert and
encourage them to consider being one of the pastor’s prayer partners.
___ During or at the conclusion of the worship service, ask the pastoral staff, church
board, teachers, and staff to come to the front of the auditorium. The pastor should pray for them
as they stand or kneel at the altar. Use the suggestions in the bulletin insert as a guide for your
prayer. As you pray for leaders, you are modeling how your people can pray for you.

Fourth Sunday of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Use an Ask Me to Pray for You bulletin in worship services this week.
___ Study lesson four, Praying with Jesus, in your Sunday school or small group
meetings this week.
___ Use sermon outline four The Church That Prays Together Experiences Release to
remind your people of the incredible power of prayer.
___ Have a member of the task force share a personal testimony based on his or her own
experience of what happened when someone or the church prayed for him/her.
___ Be sure the announcements and details of the Prayer Gathering this weekend are
printed in the church bulletin. Have PowerPoint announcements ready, if you have equipment to
use PowerPoint. Someone should make a special appeal for all to attend the Saturday Prayer
Gathering.

___ Send Letter Two this week to encourage church members to be part of this
weekend’s prayer strategy.
___ During the prayer time today, lead in prayer for church members planning to pray
this weekend.

Fourth Saturday of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Conduct the Prayer Gathering.

Final Sunday of Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Use an Ask Me to Pray for You bulletin in worship services.
___ Study lesson five, Two Praying Together in Scripture, in Sunday school or small
group meetings this week.
___ Use sermon outline five, Experiencing Renewed Vision, to help your people
understand the importance of a growing relationship with God as they continue developing the
spiritual discipline of prayer.
___ Serve the Lord’s Supper this Sunday (if it was not used on Saturday’s Prayer
Gathering). The Lord’s Supper can be a spiritually enriching experience as your church accepts
the Lord’s invitation to remember Him, “till He comes.”
___ Have several share how God has used various elements of the Ask Me to Pray for
You campaign to challenge them in their own walk with God. You may want to encourage this
sharing time around the communion table as you prepare to observe the Lord’s Supper together.
___ Consider concluding your observance of the Lord’s Supper by singing the prayer
chorus the children sang in church on week three.

Week following Ask Me to Pray for You
___ Take a few minutes this week to phone each member of the task force and thank
them for their help during the campaign. Ask each one, “How can I pray for you today?” Take
time to pray with them on the phone.
___ Send out Letter Three this week thanking church members for their involvement in
the prayer campaign and encouraging them to continue praying for their families and each other
throughout the year.
___ Members of the task force should assist in taking down various promotional
materials used during the campaign and returning the church facilities back to normal. You may
wish to save some of these materials for use in future prayer campaigns.

During the Month following Ask Me to Pray for You
___ As you reflect on the impact this campaign has had on your church, send us a letter
or email to let us know what worked best for you. This will enable us to rejoice with you in what
God is doing in your church and help us as we continue developing new resources for churches
like yours. (eltowns@liberty.edu)
___ Continue to pray!

SECTION TWO
Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
CHAIRPERSON
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign. Act as a
prayer partner with at least one task force member throughout the campaign.
2. Review the campaign planning schedule and resource packet and get a good grasp of
the big picture. Organize and lead campaign (with input from pastor).
3. With the pastor, choose optional churchwide prayer activities. Plan and implement
these activities. Delegate duties to appropriate task members.
4. Hold individual task force members accountable to insure things are done right and on
time. Follow up weekly or as often as needed to check on progress of tasks.
5. Lead all meetings of the task force after the initial meeting.
6. Plan to teach the Sunday school lessons to the church leadership team. Either you, the
pastor or a good teacher in the church should review and teach the introduction and lessons to the
entire church leadership team on a weekly meeting basis, leading up to the campaign. It is
especially important to prepare the Sunday school teachers for teaching this material. Use the
DVD with Dr. Towns to introduce each lesson.
7. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LEADER
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign.
2. Review and select children’s prayer activities.
3. Promote the poster contest within your church’s children’s ministries.
4. Encourage a children’s worker with musical ability to organize a children’s choir to
minister in the third week of the campaign. The chorus from the song “When You Pray” is
perfect for this prayer campaign. (See the Gaither’s Homecoming Souvenir Songbook, Volume 3.
Available at wwwworshipmusic.com and other retailers. $29.95.)
5. Encourage teachers to adapt the lesson plans and use them to teach on prayer partners
during the campaign.

6. Plan a unique prayer event for children during the Prayer Gathering on the final
Saturday of the campaign.
7. Coordinate childcare for the Prayer Gathering.
8. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
PASTOR
1. Go through the Ask Me to Pray for You resource packet to become familiar with the
campaign. Provide the visionary leadership to introduce this prayer campaign to your church.
2. Prayerfully enlist members of the task force that will provide administrative leadership
for this campaign.
3. Lead the initial meeting of the task force and set the campaign time table.
4. Continue to pray for task force members and the success of the campaign to establish
prayer partners in your church.
5. Be available as a resource person to task force members as needed.
6. Preach passionately on prayer during the campaign. Suggested sermons outlines are
included for your use (in print and on CD in PowerPoint).
7. Make special announcements as suggested throughout the Planning Schedule.
8. Be transparent in your relationship with those who enlist on the Pastor’s Prayer Team
and communicate with them on a regular basis.
9. Lead the prayer gathering on the final Saturday of the campaign (see Prayer Gathering
outline and Fulton Street Prayer Meeting [share story at gathering]).

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
PRAYER LIST LEADER
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign.
2. Gather a list of church prayer requests, print them, and distribute them to the church.
Make sure to label special requests for this campaign. (See Prayer Request/Praise Report forms.)
3. Assist the children’s ministry leader and youth ministry leader in special prayer events
during the campaign.

4. Look for ways to encourage prayer and prayer partners within the church congregation.
You may have creative ideas that would encourage prayer during the campaign.
5. Work with the pastor and task force chairperson in coordinating the Prayer Gathering
on the final Saturday of the campaign.
6. Provide prayer partner commitment cards (see Section Eight, Reproducible
Promotional Resources) to all prayer teams and members who want to begin “two-pray” with
partners.
7. Gather a list of all prayer teams (i.e., two people) who are praying together during the
campaign. Share the list with the pastor and task force members. Perhaps the prayer coordinator
can set a goal of the number of prayer teams meeting during the campaign. Remember, “More
prayer, more power.”
8. Make sure parents receive (in the bulletin or by handing out) and complete the
“Blessing the Children Service Information” cards at the beginning of the Blessing the Children
Service. They will turn them in to the leaders who pray with the children during the special
service or will pass them to the ushers. (see Blessing the Children).
9. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
PROMOTION/ADVERTISING LEADER
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign.
2. Coordinate the purchase and distribution of promotional items to be used during the
campaign.
3. Work with the secretary to get mailings out during the campaign. (See Sections Seven
and Eight, and CD for promotional resources and bulletin inserts.)
4. Work with the children’s ministry leader in planning the poster contest and placing
posters throughput the church building.
5. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
SECRETARY
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign.
2. Record minutes of meetings of the task force.

3. Coordinate mailings during the campaign.
4. Coordinate preparation, printing and/or distribution of bulletins, bulletin inserts, and
other publications during the campaign. (See Sections Seven and Eight and CD for promotional
resources and bulletin inserts.)
5. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign.
2. Use the campaign lessons to teach youth about prayer partners. Encourage them to find
a prayer partner among their peers.
3. Review and select youth prayer activities.
4. Plan a special youth prayer event during the campaign (i.e., Prayer Marathon). This
could be coordinated with the Prayer Gathering on the final Saturday of the campaign.
5. Encourage youth participation in the optional regional Saturday Prayer Gathering.
Perhaps the youth will want to plan their own meeting/function for Saturday.
6. If students in your youth ministry come from several different schools, use the
campaign to organize prayer groups for each school. You might also want to organize parents
into groups to pray for their kids at school.
7. Designate a Pray with Dad Day and/or a Pray with Mom Day during the third week of
the campaign. Encourage each member of your youth group to ask their mom and/or dad to pray
for them and let them pray for Mom or Dad as a prayer partner for the day.
8. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

Suggested Job Descriptions for Task Force Members
WORSHIP LEADER
1. Find a prayer partner and meet regularly with him/her during the campaign.
2. Work with the pastoral staff to plan significant prayer experiences in each worship
services during this campaign. Report plans to the task force.
3. Plan worship hymns/choruses around the pastor’s sermon topics. (See suggestions on
pages. The song “When You Pray” is perfect for this prayer campaign. [See the Gaither’s
Homecoming Souvenir Songbook, Volume 3. Available at www.worshipmusic.com and other

retailers. $29.95.] We recommend that the children learn and sing the chorus from this song at
the Blessing the Children service.)
4. Share the campaign emphasis with those providing musical ministry during the campaign and enlist their cooperation in the ministry focus.
5. Coordinate the worship during the special Prayer Gathering on the final Saturday of
the campaign.
6. Continue praying for the ongoing ministry of your pastor and church.

SECTION THREE
Establishing Prayer Partners for the Pastor
The Pastor should read Prayer Partners Chapter Nine, to get a vision of assembling a
prayer support team to be his prayer partners-once the pastor understands how to gather and
employ prayer partners, he can challenge them, “Will you make my ministry, your ministry?”

Establishing Prayer Partners for the Pastor
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the great Nineteenth Century British pastor who preached to
over twenty thousand people on one occasion, took a young pastor on a tour of the church
building late one Sunday afternoon. In the midst of the tour, Spurgeon turned to the young man
and said, “let’s go downstairs and I will show you the power plant of the church.”
The young man thought it strange that Mr. Spurgeon was taking him to the furnace room,
but politely followed the older pastor down the flight of stairs. Spurgeon walked down the hall
and, as he began to open the door, he smiled and said, “Here it is, the power plant of the church.”
The young map looked into the furnace room. Instead of seeing a furnace with duct work
running to all parts of the building, he saw a large hall with hundreds of Christians on their knees
praying for their pastor and the service that was to take place later that evening. “That is the real
power plant of this church,” Spurgeon said softly.
A pastor will never accomplish more than the prayers of his people. That is why it is so
important for pastors to enlist widespread support for their ministry. One denomination
challenged pastors to enlist ten people who would pray daily for their ministry. One large
parachurch ministry requires each of their conference speakers to demonstrate they have at least
a hundred people praying daily for their ministry. These groups understand the power of prayer
in an effective ministry.
Paul often asked people to pray for him. How can we who seek to follow in his footsteps
do anything less? The question is not, “Should our church enlist prayer partners for our pastor?”
but, “How can our church enlist prayer partners for our pastor?” We suggest eight things you can
do to begin this important ministry (from Prayer Partners, by Elmer Towns).

1. Ask God to give you a prayer partner. If you are looking for a prayer partner, the most
obvious thing to do is pray for God to give you one. Ask God for someone (a) who has a burden
for you and your ministry, so that they will invest time and energy interceding for you; (b) who
knows how to intercede; and (c) who is called to a ministry of interceding.
2. Look for the most obvious person when you are looking for the person that you would
obviously recognize as a fitting prayer partner. If you are married, your prayer partner should be
your mate. The apostle Peter said that husbands should dwell with their wives “with
understanding... as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be
hindered” (1 Peter 3:7). You may also look to the church board or a close friend that knows your
ministry well and will regularly pray for you.
3. Be reciprocal; pray for them. When Paul wrote the Thessalonians, he asked for
reciprocal prayer. First he told them that he was mentioning them in his own prayers (1 Thess.
1:2). Then he made the specific request, “Brethren, pray for us” (1 Thess. 5:25). Therefore, it
would seem that the person who is already praying for others is the person who can recruit
prayer partners. While this verse has a general interpretation, it can be applied to you and your
prayer partners. The Golden Rule of Prayer is “pray for others as you would have them pray for
you.”
4. Pray with fellow ministers. One of the most obvious prayer partners for Sunday school
teachers is the co-teacher of the class. You should pray with those who minister with you. It
would be very easy for the two of you to agree together for the Lord’s blessing on your ministry.
Whether these are full-time or volunteer workers, it should be very easy for you to agree and
pray together with those who minister with you.
5. Look for someone God has burdened to pray for you. As you look for prayer partners,
look for individuals who have taken a personal interest in you and your ministry. Someone may
ask if there is something special they can pray for. Watch for individuals who ask you how
things turned out in a situation you asked the church to pray about. Those who are interested
enough to follow up were probably interested enough to pray about your other concerns.
6. Share the burden of your heart. If people are going to be your prayer partners, you
must open up your life to them and share your dreams, plans and problems. They must get very
close to your heart. Then the two of you can agree together to claim what Jesus has promised,
and it will be done for you by His Father in heaven (Matt. 18:19).
7. Share prayer requests frequently. If you want prayer partners who will be effective in
prayer for your ministry, you must have contact with them on a regular basis and share with them
different requests from your life and ministry. It is probably best to meet with them on a weekly
basis-or more often-so they can be up-to-date in their prayer requests. And beyond just giving
them your prayer requests, you will want to share answers to prayer with your prayer partners. If
all they do is intercede and never hear what God is doing, they may eventually become discouraged.
8. Choose different prayer partners for different challenges. You may choose a different
prayer partner for various issues, depending on the subject of concern or burden. Different

members of your church will have a passion for a unique ministry emphasis. Some can be easily
motivated to pray for your public ministry of the Word. Others may prefer to pray for your
personal evangelism efforts throughout the week. Still others may be burdened to pray for their
pastor’s spouse and children. When you look for prayer partners, look for different prayer
partners for different areas of your life.
9. Read and apply Chapter Nine in Prayer Partners.

Section Four
Introduction and Five Bible Study/Sunday School Lessons
INTRODUCTION
THE POWER OF PRAYER PARTNERS

A. ILLUSTRATIONS
1. “If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything, that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19).
There are many conditions to getting our prayers answered: (1) confessing sin, (2) asking in
Jesus’ name, (3) asking in faith, (4) praying according to the Bible promises, etc. However, one
of the most overlooked prayer promises is praying in harmony with another person. That is the
intent of this series . . . to help people learn to pray with and for one another and experience the
resulting blessings and answers to prayer.
The Prayer Partners of Great Leaders
2. Charles Finney was a great evangelist in the early 1800s, but he could not have done it without
his prayer partner, Abel Clary. Second Great Awakening.
3. D. L. Moody, Marianne Adland. 1872 English Revival.
4. Billy Graham had a prayer partner for his first great successful church, J. Edwin Orr. 1949 Los
Angeles Crusade.
5. John Maxwell built the Skyline Wesleyan Church in Greater San Diego. His prayer partner was
Bill Klassen. 1981 Skyline Wesleyan Church growth.
6. Jerry Falwell, Bro. Worley was the well-known prayer partner at the revival in 1970 Thomas
Road Baptist Church.

B. WHY THE POWER OF TWO?
1. Strength. A bundle of sticks cannot be broken, i.e., “A threefold cord cannot be broken” (Ecc.
4:12).
2. Encouragement. “For if one falls down, his friend can lift him up. But pity the man who falls
and has no one to help him up” (Ecc. 4:10 NIV).

3. Success. “Two are better than one because they have a good return for their work” (Ecc. 4:9
NIV).
4. Defense. “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves” (Ecc. 4:11 NIV).
5. Faith added to faith. “If two of you shall agree” (Matt. 18:19). “From faith to faith” (Rom.
1:17). “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to God, must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
6. Overcomes our limitations. “The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee” (I Cor.
12:21).

C. ASK FOR PRAYER PARTNERS
1. Reciprocate. Paul prays for Thessalonians, “Making mention of you in our prayers” (I Thess.
1:2). Then requests, “Brethren pray for us” (I Thess 5:25).
2. Specific. Paul wanted to come and see the Romans, so he requested, “That ye strive together
with me in your prayers to God for me . . . that I may come with joy . . .” (Rom 15:30,32).
3. Protection. Paul faced death, “We had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should . . .
trust in God which raiseth the dead, who delivered us from so great a death . . . ye also helping
together by prayer for us” (II Cor. 1:9-11).
4. Deliverance. In prison Paul writes, “For I know this will turn out for my salvation through your
prayer” (Phil. 1:19).
5. Prepare. Paul wants Philemon to prepare a guest room for him. “Prepare me also a lodging for
I trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you” (Philemon 22).
D. TWO GREATEST INTERCESSORS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: MOSES AND
SAMUEL
“The Lord said to me, ‘Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me (in Intercession), my
heart would not go out to this people’” (Jer.15:1).
1. Moses won a battle by prayer. “When Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: but when
he let it down his hand, Amelek prevailed” (Ex. 17:11).
2. Moses saved a nation by prayer. “God said, ‘Let me alone that My wrath may burn hot against
them, and I may consume them’” (Ex. 32:10). Moses prayed, “Yet now, if you will forgive
their sin – if not; I pray blot me out of your book” (Ex. 32:32). “The Lord relented of the evil
which He thought to do unto His people” (Ex. 32:14).
3. Samuel prayed for revival. The people said, “Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for
us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines” (I Samuel 7:8).
4. Samuel prayed for God’s work. “Far be it for me that I shall sin against the Lord in ceasing to
pray for us” (I Samuel 12:23).
E. HOW TO FIND A PRAYER PARTNER
1. Pray with the most obvious person. “Husbands, dwell with them . . .

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

the wife . . . as being heirs together that your prayers be not hindered”
(I Peter 3:7).
Ask God to give you a prayer partner. Perhaps you do not have someone praying for you
because you have not asked God to give you a prayer partner. “Ye have not because ye ask not”
(James 4:2).
Pray for the person you want to be your prayer partner. You should have a burden to help the
one you want to be your prayer partner.
Pray with those who serve with you. Pastor should pray with the staff, teachers with other
teachers and the church body should pray together.
Go ask them to be your prayer partner. “Ye have not because ye ask not” (James 4:2). Jeremiah
was aksed by others to pray to God for them (Jer. 21:2, 29:12, 37:3, 42:2).
Share with them the burden of your heart. A prayer partner can best pray for you when they
know your needs, problems, and challenges.
Share with them request for prayer. This should be in face-to-face prayer meeting as well as by
e-mail, phone, etc.

LESSON ONE
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I PRAY FOR OTHERS
A. INTRODUCTION
1. Charles Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, The Watchers.
2. C. Peter Wagner who wrote Prayer Shield, one of the first books written on prayer, estimates 20% are
intercessors.
3. Evangelism Explosion, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Florida. Archie Parish overseer of program,
but then assigned two not in program to pray in partnership for each outreach group. Results doubled.
B. WHAT HAPPENS TO ME WHEN I AM ASKED TO PRAY FOR OTHERS?
1. I follow the example of Jesus. He told Peter, “I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:32).
2. I follow the example of Paul. “We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying
always for you” (Col. 1:3).
3. I follow the example of other Christians. “And he (Stephen) kneeled down and cried with a loud voice,
Lord lay not this sin to their charge” (Acts 7:60).
4. I obey the scriptural command. “I exhort therefore, that, first of all supplications, prayers, intercession,
and giving thanks be made for all men”
(I Tim. 2:1).
Supplications, erotao: To ask God to do something.
Prayers, proseuchomai: To come to God’s presence.
Intercession, alted: To ask God to give you something.
Giving thanks, eucharistia: Thanksgiving.
5. I fulfill my responsibility. “Pray one for another” (James 5:16).
6. I express my love for others. “Which is the first great commandment in the law? Jesus saith unto him,
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind . . . and the
second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy self’” (Matt. 22:37-39).

7. I put my faith into action. “Therefore, I (Jesus) say unto you, ‘What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them’” (Mark 11:24).
8. I produce spiritual fruit. “That ye shall go and bring forth fruit, that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father
in My name, He may give it you” (John 15:16).
9. I bear one another’s burdens. “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ . . . but let
every man prove his own work, (by prayer), and then he shall have rejoicing” (Gal. 6:2-4).
10. I carry out the Great Commission. “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). “Then they returned unto Jerusalem . . . and they went into an
upper room . . . these all continued in prayer and supplication” (Acts 1: 12-14).
11. I delivered others from sin. “The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned . . . pray unto the
Lord that He take away the serpents from us’” (Numbers 21:7).
12. I grow in the same areas that I pray for others. “Give and it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6:32). When
I have needs, pray for the same needs in others.
13. I don’t sin against them. Samuel said, “God forbid that I should sin against the Lord, in ceasing to pray
for you” (I Sam. 12:23).
C. HOW TO TELL IF I AM AN INTERCESSOR
1. Explore the possibilities. All Christians should pray for others, but some have a gift and ministry far
above their other ministries.
a. What is my greatest answer from God regarding others?
b. Do you have a great burden to pray for others?
c. Do you get great satisfaction praying for others?
d. Have others recognized your prayer ministry?
2. Examine your feelings. Is this the ministry that you feel you must do? “It is God that worketh in you
both to will and to do His good pleasures” (Phil. 2:13). People with this ministry love to pray. I asked an
intercessor how much she spent in prayer each day. She answered, as much time as possible.
3. Experiment with different ways to pray.
Hallowed be Thy name, Worship
Thy kingdom come, Supplication for guidance
Thy will be done, Yield
Give us bread, Ask for answers
Forgive us, Intercession and confession
Lead us, Pray for victory
Deliver us, Request for protection
4. Evaluate your effectiveness. Are you hearing regularly from God?
Are your prayers being answered more than usual?
Do you sense God working in and through your prayers?
5. Expect confirmation from others believers.
A great renowned intercessor for Charles Finney was a man called Father Noah. Another intercessor,
Graham Fritzpatrick was also interceding for hours, but was immature. He asked God to confirm his
ministry. Sure enough, a man and woman at different times told him, “God wants you to be an
intercessor.”
6. Do you enjoy your calling and ministry of prayer?
a. It’s not a sin to enjoy intercession, any more than it is for Jerry Falwell to enjoy preaching.
b. Do not develop false humility. The enemy will use your reluctance to neutralize God’s work.

I Promise:
To be a prayer partner for

(pastor)

, (name of church).

____________________________________________
Signed
_____________________________________________
Phone
E-mail address
I will pray for two others:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

LESSON TWO
WHAT YOUR PRAYERS DO FOR YOUR PARTNER

A. WHY SO FEW PARTNERS IN PRAYER
There does not seem to be an abundance of people praying in twos. Group prayer meetings are held
and much is said about individual prayer in our daily private time with God. The following five
reasons summarize why some people do not pray with another.
1. Ignorance. Many do not know that their partnership in prayer with others can be their greatest
ministry.
a. Boniface 500 A.D. “We entreat the piety of your brotherliness that we may be helped by
your devout petitions . . . that the few seeds scattered in the bushes may spring up and
grow.”
b. Frank Mangs of the 1700 Scandinavian Revival. “Lord bless my intercessors today.” You
must intercede for your intercessors.
c. C. Peter Wagner has been a leader in the modern-day prayer movement. When he was
teaching at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, told his class about his
other ministries, “I found they made my ministry, their ministry.”
d. Most of the books and articles that tell how to prevent again a scandal like Bakker and
Swaggart leave out prayer and intercession. However, intense prayer can keep us from sin.
2. Self-reliant. Too many feel that they must stand alone and minister alone, i.e., rugged
individuals.
a. E. M. Bounds. The preacher must pray, the preacher must be prayed for.
b. “Do it yourself Christianity. Wrong view. “I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).

3. Not opening up to others. Some people do no thave prayer partners because they cannot share
their needs and problems. To ask people to “pray for me” is to open up yourself, i.e., be
vulnerable.
4. Spiritual pride. Too often we think God has to use only us, rather than realizing God could use
the intercession of others. Two women told D. L. Moody, “We have been praying for you.”
His short reply, “Why don’t you pray for the people, not me.”
5. Unhealthy humility. When I think I can’t do anything because I am so unworthy of God’s
blessing, “It is God which worketh in you, both to will and do” (Phil. 2:13).

B. WHAT YOUR PRAYERS CAN DO FOR OTHERS
1. You can save their life. “Herod stretched out his hand to vex certain of the church, and he killed
James . . . proceeded further to take Peter also . . . but prayer was made without ceasing unto
God for him” (Acts 12:1,2,5). “The Lord had brought him out of the prison” (Acts 12:17).
2. You can move God to help someone. “Pray for one another, that ye may be healed” (James
5:16).
3. You can contribute to a peaceful society. “I urge . . . that request, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone for kings and those in authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives, in all godliness and holiness” (I Tim. 2:1-2, NIV).
4. You can help protect others from temptation. “Simon, behold, Satan has desired to have you,
that he may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:31,32).
5. You can help pastors be successful in ministry. “Strive together with me in your prayers to God
for me, that I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea, and that my service
which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints” (Rom. 15:13).
6. You can make specific events happen. “Praying also for us, that God would open a door of
utterance to speak the mystery of Christ” (Col. 4:3).
7. You can help people understand spiritual things. Paul prayed for the Ephesians, “Making
mention of you in your prayers, that God . . . may give you a spirit of revelation and wisdom . . .
the eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may know . . .” (Eph. 1:16-18).
8. You can contribute to others’ spiritual growth. “I bow my knee to the Father . . . that he would
grant you . . . to be strengthened with might. . . that Christ my dwell in your hearts . . . that ye
might be filled with the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:14-18).
C. WHAT TO DO WHEN INTERCEDING FOR OTHERS.

1. Prepare properly: the place and time.
2. Wait before the Lord: listening.
a. Let God love you.
b. Let God search you.
c. Let God speak to you.
3. Confession: to get spiritually right. You can never intercede for others, until you are standing
on praying ground.
4. Time for Bible: God speaks. Reading, praying, studying, memorizing.
5. Meditation: thinking: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law
of the Lord; and in his law doth he mediate day and night” (Psalm 1:1-2).
6. Intercession for others. The most important thing that intercessors do is intercede for others.
There are three types of intercessors. First I-1, those who pray with others almost daily. I-2 are
those we may pray with weekly. I-3 are those who pray at a distance, meaning not on a face-toface basis.
I – 1 intimate & daily
I – 2 know & burden
I – 3 distance
a. Daily intercession
b. Spiritual protection
c. Crisis intercession
7. Petition: request for self. Intercessors must pray for themselves to they can be spiritually ready
to pray for others.
8. Praise and thanksgiving: worship. Those who carry the burden of intercession must also know
how to celebrate and enjoy the results of answered prayers. They must invest time in worship
and thanksgiving.

LESSON THREE
PRAYING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

One of your greatest prayer partners is not another human, it’s the Holy Spirit. This lesson will help you learn how
to pray with the Holy Spirit for much greater results.

I.

INTRODUCTION
“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as
we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:26,27).

II.

HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT HELP US PRAY?

1.

Hope/Confidence . What should be our attitude when we pray? We should pray with the
same hope that we have for the Second Coming. The word “likewise” means, “we hope for
what we do not have (his return)” (v.25).
2. Holy Spirit Himself . What will give us confidence in prayer? His name is Spirit (over 400
times). The adjective “Holy” is used (80 times).
3. Possibilities . What will the Spirit do? Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would help us.
“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with
you” (John 14:16, NKJV).

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
4.

How does the Holy Spirit help us in prayer?
Reminds us
what
to pray. (John 14:26).
Motivates us when to pray. (John 14:17).
He guides us in prayer. (John 16:13).
Will point us to Jesus
. (John 15:26).
Gives us strength
to pray. (Col. 1:8-12).

Primary weakness
. What’s our biggest hindrance to answered prayer? The word
“Infirmities” is singular; we have only one infirmity, i.e., unbelief.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Other Weaknesses in Prayer
Lack of consistency in asking
. Matt. 7:7
Lack of seeking-knocking
.
Lifestyle of sin
. John 9:31
Unconfessed sin. Isa. 59:1
Wrong desires
. James 4:2,3
Not asking
. James 4:2

5.

Problem
. How does our unbelief hurt our
prayers? “We know not what we should pray.” Oida, intuitive knowledge. It is not natural
for us to pray.
6. Person of the Holy Spirit
. Who is the Spirit that helps
us? “The Spirit itself” (KJV). “The Spirit Himself” (NKJV). The Holy Spirit is a person.
7. Praying on behalf of others
. What does the word intercession
mean? The Holy Spirit speaks for us when we do not know what to say.
Who has this task in our modern world?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Legal, lawyer
.
Sports _agent ___________________.
Business, union steward
.
Purchasing, realtor
.
Religion, Holy Spirit
.

8.

Passion in prayer
. What does the Holy Spirit use in
praying for us? The word groaning means “strong desire,” similar to “begging with tears.”
The Holy Spirit wants our prayers answered so much that He will beg the Father to hear and
answer
9. Beyond understanding
. Can we hear the Holy Spirit as He
intercedes for us? The Holy Spirit pleads with “groanings which cannot be uttered,” i.e.,
with words of strong desire that we cannot speak.”
10. Power
. Why is the Holy Spirit effective in praying?
Three reasons why the Holy Spirit’s prayers are effective.
1. He knows our motives in asking
, i.e., “He searcheth the heart.”
2. He knows the mind of God
, i.e., He knows how to ask.
3. He knows the will of God
, i.e., what God wants to give us.
11.

Process and position
. Will the Holy Spirit
turn His back on our prayers? There are two different words for intercessor. In verse 26 it is
the process of interceding. In verse 27 it is the position of interceding.
12. Practice
. Will the Spirit pray for me even if I do not
think I am worthy? “He maketh intercession for the saints, i.e., all of them.”
13. Personal responsibility
. If the Holy Spirit is effective,
and He prays for me, then why don’t I have my prayers answered?
Holy Spirit Check List
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Are you indwelt by the Spirit (He comes at salvation)?
Are you baptized by the Spirit (placed into Jesus)?
Are you filled by the Spirit (yielded to Him)?
Are you seeking the Holy Spirit to guide you?
Are you walking in the Spirit?
Are all known sins confessed?
Are you studying to learn more of the Spirit?
Are you faithfully using your spiritual gifts?
Should you apologize to an offended person?
Are you worshipping God biblically?

HOW TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
1.
2.
3.

You must want to be (desire to be).
You must repent of your sins.
You must ask God’s forgiveness.

Yes

?

No

4.
5.
6.

You must sincerely ask the Spirit to come in.
You must believe the Spirit will come in.
You must act upon the Spirit’s presence.

LESSON FOUR
PRAYING WITH JESUS
A. INTRODUCTION
This lesson will show how was can pray with Jesus; even as we pray in His name. Because of Jesus’
ministries of intercession and advocacy we can be more effective in prayer.
1. The Intercession of Jesus: to keep us from sin. “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:24,25 KJV).
2. The Advocacy of Jesus: to forgive us our sin. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that
ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And
he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for our’s only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I
John 2:1,2 KJV).
B. WHAT IS THE BASIS OF JESUS’ INTERCESSION
1. Jesus prayed often. What was Jesus’ prayer pattern on earth? “A place which was called
Gethsemane, . . . sit ye here, while I shall pray” (Mark 14:32). “Jesus often resorted there” (John
18:2).
HOW JESUS PRAYED
a. Teach us to pray, Luke 11:1. Example.
b. “Glorify Thou me” John 17:5. Petition.
c. “Keep them from the Evil One” John 17:15.
Protection.
d. I pray . . . for them which shall believe on me,
John 17:20. Evangelism.
e. “Father forgive them” Luke 23:34. Forgiveness.
2. Jesus did not sin. What was Jesus’ qualification to be an intercessor? “For such an high priest
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens” (Heb. 7:26). What were the qualities of Jesus that made him an effective intercessor?
Holy = pure nature
Harmless = never hurt anyone
Undefiled = did not sin
Separate = never gave into temptation

3. Jesus is a man forever. Did Jesus give up his human qualification? When he returned to Heaven?
“But this man, because he continueth ever” (Heb. 7:24). Jesus is still the God-man

4. Jesus prays now as he did on earth. Has Jesus’ intercession changed since He went back to Heaven?
“Hath an unchangeable priesthood” (Heb. 7:24).
5. To be our intercessor. What was one of the main purposes of Jesus’ return to Heaven? “He ever
liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).
6. To keep us from sin and make us godly. What is the purpose of Jesus’ intercession for us? “To save
them to the uttermost, that come to God by Him” (Heb. 7:25).
7. His sacrificial death. What is the basis of Jesus’ intercession? “Who needeth not daily . . . to offer up
sacrifice first for his own sin . . . for this he did once, when he offered up himself” (Heb. 7:27).
C. WHAT IS THE BASIS OF JESUS’ ADVOCACY?
1. The sinning saint. For whom does Jesus the advocate pray? “My little children, these things write I
unto you, that ye sin not” (I John 2:1).
2. The righteousness of Jesus. What is the basis of Jesus’ advocacy? “If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father Jesus Christ the righteous” (I John 2:1).
3. We all sin. Will all Christians sin? “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves” (I John 1:8).
Sin nature. “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar” (I John 1:10). Sin actions.
4. He satisfied our punishment. What does Jesus do about our sins? “If any man sin . . . he is the
propitiation for our sins” (I John 2:2).
5. In the past at Calvary. When are our sins forgiven? “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for
ours only, but also, for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2). Propitiation is a completed action at
the cross.
6. Jesus reminds the Father. If our sins have been forgiven what is Jesus’ task in praying for us. “My
little children” (v.1).
7. The Father expects us not to sin. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that you sin not” (I
John 2:1).
8. We should try to be victorious over sin. ‘If we walk in the light” (I John 1:7).
9. The Father knows we will sin. “If we say we have not sinned” (I John 1:10).
10. The Father allows us to confess. “If we confess our sins” (I John 1:9).
11. The Father restores us to fellowship. “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).

THE EARTHLY FAMILY
1. Father says do not scratch the car.
2. Son tries his best to be a good driver.
3. Father knows accidents happen.
4. Father wants honesty and to do his best.
5. Father pays the repair bill.

D. HOW CHRIST IS PRAYING FOR YOU
1. He is interceding for you not to sin.
2. He is interceding for you to live to the uttermost.
3. He is reminding the Father of the blood that covers your sin.

E. HOW YOU CAN PRAY WITH CHRIST?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Remember you have access to God through Christ because of the blood.
Plead the blood for moment by moment cleansing.
Pray boldly because your sins are forgiven.
Come to the Father through the perfection of Jesus.
Remember even when you cannot/do not pray, Jesus is praying for you.
You can have anything if you pray in Jesus’ name.

LESSON FIVE
TWO PRAYING TOGETHER IN SCRIPTURE

I. THE PROMISE
Peter and John were in the habit of going to the Temple each day for prayer. Perhaps this was out
of habit, or perhaps this was in obedience to the command of Jesus.

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19).

II. ILLUSTRATION OF TWO
1. For honesty. Why did the Scriptures call for two witnesses? “That in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be established” (Matt. 18:16 c.f. II Cor. 13:1). When two people
honestly pray together, their prayers are heard and answered.
2. For strength. Why did Jesus send out disciples two by two? “He sent them forth two by two;
and gave them power . . .” (Mark 6:7). He did not give power to them individually, but to the
two corporately. You have courage to ask in faith when you pray with another.
3. For abundance. What was meant when you had more than one? “Provide neither . . . two
coats” (Matt. 10:9,10). Two was a sign of abundance in the natural world, the same truth holds
true in spiritual intercession.

III. PETER AND JOHN PRAY TOGETHER
“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour” (Acts 3:1).

1. They were friends. Why were they planning to pray together? Previously they went after the
donkey together for the Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1; Matt. 21:1).
2. They planned to pray together. Could they have not prayed individually? Yes, they could have
prayed alone, but they chose to pray together.
3. They went to the place together. Could they have not prayed at any place? Yes but the Temple
was still God’s house, and they wanted to pray where they had learned to pray.
4. They planned to pray at a particular place. Could they have not prayed anywhere, at any time?
Yes, but the historic time of prayers were at 3:00 p.m. They still observed that time of prayer.
5. They were doing the right thing. Could they have not obeyed differently?
6. They were given a new opportunity in service. What happens when we obey God in prayerdiscipline? “A certain man lame . . . asked alms of them that entered the temple” (Acts 3:2).
Because they were praying, God gave them a new opportunity of service, i.e. to heal a lame
man.
7. They had a prayer-discipline. How can God answer your prayer – to give you power – before
you ask for it? “Went up together,” i.e., “were going” suggests it was a habit continuous
practice.
8. They were given new power. What is the result of prayer-discipline? “He took him by the right
hand and lifted him up and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength” (Acts 3:7).
Because they were in the habit of praying together, they were also given an opportunity to serve
together, i.e. a cripple man was healed. If you will make two-prayer a habit, perhaps God will
give you a new opportunity of service.
Learning prayer-discipline from Peter and John
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Discipline to pray together.
Discipline to pray at a place together.
Discipline to pray at a time together.
Discipline to pray for a specific purpose together.
Discipline rewarded by opportunity.
Discipline results in power.

IV. PAUL AND SILAS PRAY TOGETHER
“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises
unto God: and the prisoners heard them” (Acts 16:25).
1. They prayed in spite of the conditions. What were their conditions in prison? “Thrust them into
the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stock” (Acts 16:24).
2. They turned to prayer. What was their response to persecution? Proseuchomai, “were praying,”
i.e., a continiuos attitude to be in God’s presence, not so much to ask for anything.
3. They prayed instead of sleeping. What is known about the time? “At midnight.”
4. They prayed instead of complaining. What was their attitude? “In everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6).

5. They worshiped God. What was their emotional and mental condition? The word for “sang” is
humneo, which is our word “hymn.” They were hymning. The word humneo is attached to the
Hallel where specific Psalms were sung by the Jews.
6. They were obeying scripture. What might they have been singing? “This is the day the Lord
hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa. 118:24).
7. They received deliverance. What was the first result of their prayer? “Suddenly there was a
great earthquake . . . immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were free”
(Acts 16:26).
When you worship God, He will breakdown
the doors to get in to hear your praise.
8. They were used in conversion ministry. What was the seed result of their prayers? “The keeper
of the prison . . . rejoiced, believing in God, with all his house” (Acts 16:34).
Learning from the prayers of Paul and John
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Pray when in persecution and hard times.
Pray when you cannot sleep.
Pray instead of complaining.
Prayer with worship songs.
Prayer leads to deliverance.
Prayer results in ministry.

CONCLUSION
When you are in trials or persecution, learn to two-pray with another to first of all bring the presence
of the Lord into your situation, then two-pray for God’s deliverance.

INTRODUCTION
THE POWER OF PRAYER PARTNERS

F. ILLUSTRATIONS
7. “If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything, that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19).
There are many conditions to getting our prayers answered: (1) confessing sin, (2) asking in
Jesus’ name, (3) asking in faith, (4) praying according to the Bible promises, etc. However, one
of the most overlooked prayer promises is praying in harmony with another person. That is the
intent of this series . . . to help people learn to pray with and for one another and experience the
resulting blessings and answers to prayer.
The Prayer Partners of Great Leaders

8. Charles Finney was a great evangelist in the early 1800s, but he could not have done it without
his prayer partner, Abel Clary. ___________________.
9. D. L. Moody, Marianne Adland. ___________________.
10. Billy Graham had a prayer partner for his first great successful church, J. Edwin Orr.
___________________.
11. John Maxwell built the Skyline Wesleyan Church in Greater San Diego. His prayer partner was
Bill Klassen. ___________________.
12. Jerry Falwell, Bro. Worley was the well-known prayer partner at the revival in
___________________

G. WHY THE POWER OF TWO?
7. ___________________. A bundle of sticks cannot be broken, i.e., “A threefold cord cannot be
broken” (Ecc. 4:12).
8. ___________________. “For if one falls down, his friend can lift him up. But pity the man
who falls and has no one to help him up” (Ecc. 4:10 NIV).
9. ___________________. “Two are better than one because they have a good return for their
work” (Ecc. 4:9 NIV).
10. ___________________. “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves” (Ecc.
4:11 NIV).
11. ___________________. “If two of you shall agree” (Matt. 18:19). “From faith to faith” (Rom.
1:17). “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to God, must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
12. ___________________. “The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee” (I Cor.
12:21).

H. ASK FOR PRAYER PARTNERS
6. ___________________. Paul prays for Thessalonians, “Making mention of you in our prayers”
(I Thess. 1:2). Then requests, “Brethren pray for us” (I Thess 5:25).
7. ___________________. Paul wanted to come and see the Romans, so he requested, “That ye
strive together with me in your prayers to God for me . . . that I may come with joy . . .” (Rom
15:30,32).
8. ___________________. Paul faced death, “We had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we
should . . . trust in God which raiseth the dead, who delivered us from so great a death . . . ye
also helping together by prayer for us” (II Cor. 1:9-11).
9. ___________________. In prison Paul writes, “For I know this will turn out for my salvation
through your prayer” (Phil. 1:19).
10. ___________________. Paul wants Philemon to prepare a guest room for him. “Prepare me
also a lodging for I trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you” (Philemon 22).

I. TWO GREATEST INTERCESSORS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: MOSES AND
SAMUEL
“The Lord said to me, ‘Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me (in Intercession), my
heart would not go out to this people’” (Jer.15:1).
5. Moses ___________________. “When Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: but when
he let it down his hand, Amelek prevailed” (Ex. 17:11).
6. Moses ___________________. “God said, ‘Let me alone that My wrath may burn hot against
them, and I may consume them’” (Ex. 32:10). Moses prayed, “Yet now, if you will forgive
their sin – if not; I pray blot me out of your book” (Ex. 32:32). “The Lord relented of the evil
which He thought to do unto His people” (Ex. 32:14).
7. Samuel ___________________. The people said, “Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God
for us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines” (I Samuel 7:8).
8. Samuel ___________________. “Far be it for me that I shall sin against the Lord in ceasing to
pray for us” (I Samuel 12:23).
J. HOW TO FIND A PRAYER PARTNER
8. Pray with the most ___________________. “Husbands, dwell with them . . .
the wife . . . as being heirs together that your prayers be not hindered”
(I Peter 3:7).
9. Ask God ___________________. Perhaps you do not have someone praying for you because
you have not asked God to give you a prayer partner. “Ye have not because ye ask not” (James
4:2).
10. Pray ___________________you want to be your prayer partner. You should have a burden to
help the one you want to be your prayer partner.
11. Pray with those ___________________. Pastor should pray with the staff, teachers with other
teachers and the church body should pray together.
12. Go ___________________to be your prayer partner. “Ye have not because ye ask not” (James
4:2). Jeremiah was aksed by others to pray to God for them (Jer. 21:2, 29:12, 37:3, 42:2).
13. Share with them the ___________________. A prayer partner can best pray for you when they
know your needs, problems, and challenges.
14. Share with them ___________________. This should be in face-to-face prayer meeting as well
as by e-mail, phone, etc.

LESSON ONE
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I PRAY FOR OTHERS
D. INTRODUCTION
4. Charles Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, ___________________.

5. C. Peter Wagner who wrote Prayer Shield, one of the first books written on prayer, estimates
___________________.
6. Evangelism Explosion, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Florida. Archie Parish overseer of program,
but then assigned two not in program to pray in partnership for each outreach group.
___________________.
E. WHAT HAPPENS TO ME WHEN I AM ASKED TO PRAY FOR OTHERS?
14. I follow the ___________________. He told Peter, “I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not”
(Luke 22:32).
15. I follow the ___________________. “We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you” (Col. 1:3).
16. I follow the example of ___________________. “And he (Stephen) kneeled down and cried with a
loud voice, Lord lay not this sin to their charge” (Acts 7:60).
17. I obey ___________________. “I exhort therefore, that, first of all supplications, prayers, intercession,
and giving thanks be made for all men”
(I Tim. 2:1).
Supplications, erotao: To ask God ___________________.
Prayers, proseuchomai: To come to ___________________.
Intercession, alted: To ask God ___________________.
Giving thanks, eucharistia: ___________________
18. I fulfill ___________________. “Pray one for another” (James 5:16).
19. I express ___________________. “Which is the first great commandment in the law? Jesus saith unto
him, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind . . . and
the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy self’” (Matt. 22:37-39).
20. I put my ___________________. “Therefore, I (Jesus) say unto you, ‘What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them’” (Mark 11:24).
21. I produce ___________________. “That ye shall go and bring forth fruit, that whatsoever ye shall ask
of the Father in My name, He may give it you” (John 15:16).
22. I ___________________. “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ . . . but let
every man prove his own work, (by prayer), and then he shall have rejoicing” (Gal. 6:2-4).
23. I carry out the ___________________. “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). “Then they returned unto Jerusalem . . . and they went into an
upper room . . . these all continued in prayer and supplication” (Acts 1: 12-14).
24. I ___________________. “The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned . . . pray unto the
Lord that He take away the serpents from us’” (Numbers 21:7).
25. I grow in ___________________. “Give and it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6:32). When I have
needs, pray for the same needs in others.
26. I don’t ___________________. Samuel said, “God forbid that I should sin against the Lord, in ceasing
to pray for you” (I Sam. 12:23).
F. HOW TO TELL IF I AM AN INTERCESSOR
7. Explore the ___________________. All Christians should pray for others, but some have a gift and
ministry far above their other ministries.
e. What is my ___________________from God regarding others?
f. Do you have a ___________________to pray for others?
g. Do you get ___________________praying for others?

h. Have ___________________ recognized your prayer ministry?
8. Examine your ___________________. Is this the ministry that you feel you must do? “It is God that
worketh in you both to will and to do His good pleasures” (Phil. 2:13). People with this ministry love to
pray. I asked an intercessor how much she spent in prayer each day. She answered,
___________________.
9. Experiment with ___________________.
Hallowed be Thy name, ___________________
Thy kingdom come, ___________________
Thy will be done, ___________________
Give us bread, ___________________
Forgive us, ___________________
Lead us, ___________________
Deliver us, ___________________
10. Evaluate your___________________. Are you hearing regularly from God?
Are your prayers being answered more than usual?
Do you sense God working in and through your prayers?
11. Expect confirmation ___________________.
A great renowned intercessor for Charles Finney was a man called Father Noah. Another intercessor,
Graham Fritzpatrick was also interceding for hours, but was immature. He asked God to confirm his
ministry. Sure enough, a man and woman at different times told him, “God wants you to be an
intercessor.”
12. Do you ___________________ your calling and ministry of prayer?
c. It’s ___________________to enjoy intercession, any more than it is for Jerry Falwell to enjoy
preaching.
d. Do not develop ___________________. The enemy will use your reluctance to neutralize God’s
work.

I Promise:
To be a prayer partner for

(pastor)

, (name of church).

____________________________________________
Signed
_____________________________________________
Phone
E-mail address
I will pray for two others:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

LESSON TWO
WHAT YOUR PRAYERS DO FOR YOUR PARTNER

D. WHY SO FEW PARTNERS IN PRAYER
There does not seem to be an abundance of people praying in twos. Group prayer meetings are held
and much is said about individual prayer in our daily private time with God. The following five
reasons summarize why some people do not pray with another.
6. ___________________. Many do not know that their partnership in prayer with others can be
their greatest ministry.
e. Boniface 500 A.D. “We entreat the piety of your brotherliness that we may be helped by
your devout petitions . . . that the few seeds scattered in the bushes may spring up and
grow.”
f. Frank Mangs of the 1700 Scandinavian Revival. “Lord bless my intercessors today.” You
___________________.
g. C. Peter Wagner has been a leader in the modern-day prayer movement. When he was
teaching at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, told his class about his
other ministries, “I found they made ___________________.”
h. Most of the books and articles that tell how to prevent again a scandal like Bakker and
Swaggart ___________________. However, intense prayer can keep us from sin.
7. ___________________. Too many feel that they must stand alone and minister alone, i.e.,
rugged individuals.
c. E. M. Bounds. The preacher must ___________________, the preacher must be
___________________
d. “___________________Wrong view. “I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).
8. ___________________. Some people do not have prayer partners because they cannot share
their needs and problems. To ask people to “pray for me” is to open up yourself, i.e., be
vulnerable.
9. ___________________. Too often we think God has to use only us, rather than realizing God
could use the intercession of others. Two women told D. L. Moody, “We have been praying for
you.” His short reply, “Why don’t you pray for the people, not me.”
10. ___________________. When I think I can’t do anything because I am so unworthy of God’s
blessing, “It is God which worketh in you, both to will and do” (Phil. 2:13).

E. WHAT YOUR PRAYERS CAN DO FOR OTHERS

9. You can ___________________. “Herod stretched out his hand to vex certain of the church,
and he killed James . . . proceeded further to take Peter also . . . but prayer was made without
ceasing unto God for him” (Acts 12:1,2,5). “The Lord had brought him out of the prison” (Acts
12:17).
10. You can ___________________. “Pray for one another, that ye may be healed” (James 5:16).
11. You can ___________________. “I urge . . . that request, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone for kings and those in authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives, in all godliness and holiness” (I Tim. 2:1-2, NIV).
12. You can help ___________________. “Simon, behold, Satan has desired to have you, that he
may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:31,32).
13. You can help ___________________. “Strive together with me in your prayers to God for me,
that I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea, and that my service which I
have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints” (Rom. 15:13).
14. You can make ___________________. “Praying also for us, that God would open a door of
utterance to speak the mystery of Christ” (Col. 4:3).
15. You can help people ___________________. Paul prayed for the Ephesians, “Making mention
of you in your prayers, that God . . . may give you a spirit of revelation and wisdom . . . the eyes
of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may know . . .” (Eph. 1:16-18).
16. You can contribute ___________________. “I bow my knee to the Father . . . that he would
grant you . . . to be strengthened with might. . . that Christ my dwell in your hearts . . . that ye
might be filled with the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:14-18).
F. WHAT TO DO WHEN INTERCEDING FOR OTHERS.
9. Prepare properly: ___________________.
10. Wait before the Lord: ___________________.
d. Let God love you.
e. Let God search you.
f. Let God speak to you.
11. Confession: ___________________. You can never intercede for others, until you are standing
on praying ground.
12. Time for Bible: ___________________. Reading, praying, studying, memorizing.

13. Meditation: ___________________: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he mediate day and night” (Psalm 1:1-2).
14. Intercession for others. The most important thing that intercessors do is intercede for others.
There are three types of intercessors. First I-1, those who pray with others almost daily. I-2 are
those we may pray with weekly. I-3 are those who pray at a distance, meaning not on a face-toface basis.
I – 1 ___________________
I – 2 ___________________
I – 3 ___________________
d. Daily intercession
e. Spiritual protection
f. Crisis intercession
15. Petition: ___________________. Intercessors must pray for themselves to they can be
spiritually ready to pray for others.
16. Praise and thanksgiving: ___________________. Those who carry the burden of intercession
must also know how to celebrate and enjoy the results of answered prayers. They must invest
time in worship and thanksgiving.

LESSON THREE
PRAYING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

One of your greatest prayer partners is not another human, it’s the Holy Spirit. This lesson will help you learn how
to pray with the Holy Spirit for much greater results.

III.

INTRODUCTION
“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as
we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:26,27).

IV.

HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT HELP US PRAY?

14. ___________________. What should be our attitude when we pray? We should pray with
the same hope that we have for the Second Coming. The word “likewise” means, “we hope
for what we do not have (his return)” (v.25).
15. ___________________. What will give us confidence in prayer? His name is Spirit (over
400 times). The adjective “Holy” is used (80 times).

16. ___________________ . What will the Spirit do? Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would
help us. “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide
with you” (John 14:16, NKJV).
How does the Holy Spirit help us in prayer?
6. Reminds us
___________________
to pray. (John 14:26).
7. Motivates us ___________________ to pray. (John 14:17).
8. ___________________in prayer. (John 16:13).
9. Will point us ___________________. (John 15:26).
10. Gives us ___________________
to pray. (Col. 1:8-12).
17. ___________________. What’s our biggest hindrance to answered prayer? The word
“Infirmities” is singular; we have only one infirmity, i.e., unbelief.
Other Weaknesses in Prayer
6. Lack of ___________________. Matt. 7:7
7. Lack of ___________________.
8. ___________________. John 9:31
9. ___________________ sin. Isa. 59:1
10. ___________________. James 4:2,3
6. ___________________. James 4:2
18. ___________________. How does our unbelief hurt our prayers? “We know not what we
should pray.” Oida, intuitive knowledge. It is not natural for us to pray.
19. ___________________. Who is the Spirit that helps us? “The Spirit itself” (KJV). “The
Spirit Himself” (NKJV). The Holy Spirit is a person.
20. ___________________. What does the word intercession mean? The Holy Spirit speaks
for us when we do not know what to say.
Who has this task in our modern world?
6. Legal, ______________
.
7. Sports ___________________
8. Business___________________.
9. Purchasing___________________.
10. Religion___________________.
21. ___________________. What does the Holy Spirit use in praying for us? The word
groaning means “strong desire,” similar to “begging with tears.” The Holy Spirit wants our
prayers answered so much that He will beg the Father to hear and answer
22. ___________________. Can we hear the Holy Spirit as He intercedes for us? The Holy
Spirit pleads with “groanings which cannot be uttered,” i.e., with words of strong desire that
we cannot speak.”
23. ______________________________________ . Why is the Holy Spirit effective in
praying?

Three reasons why the Holy Spirit’s prayers are effective.
4. He knows our ___________________, i.e., “He searcheth the heart.”
5. He knows the ___________________, i.e., He knows how to ask.
6. He knows the ___________________, i.e., what God wants to give us.
___________________. Will the Holy Spirit turn His back on our prayers? There are two
different words for intercessor. In verse 26 it is the process of interceding. In verse 27 it is
the position of interceding.
25. ___________________. Will the Spirit pray for me even if I do not think I am worthy? “He
maketh intercession for the saints, i.e., all of them.”
26. ___________________. If the Holy Spirit is effective, and He prays for me, then why
don’t I have my prayers answered?
24.

Holy Spirit Check List
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Are you indwelt by the Spirit (He comes at salvation)?
Are you baptized by the Spirit (placed into Jesus)?
Are you filled by the Spirit (yielded to Him)?
Are you seeking the Holy Spirit to guide you?
Are you walking in the Spirit?
Are all known sins confessed?
Are you studying to learn more of the Spirit?
Are you faithfully using your spiritual gifts?
Should you apologize to an offended person?
Are you worshipping God biblically?

Yes

?

No

HOW TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

You must want to be (desire to be).
You must repent of your sins.
You must ask God’s forgiveness.
You must sincerely ask the Spirit to come in.
You must believe the Spirit will come in.
You must act upon the Spirit’s presence.

LESSON FOUR
PRAYING WITH JESUS
F. INTRODUCTION
This lesson will show how was can pray with Jesus; even as we pray in His name. Because of Jesus’
ministries of intercession and advocacy we can be more effective in prayer.

3. The Intercession of Jesus: ___________________. “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath
an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:24,25 KJV).
4. The Advocacy of Jesus: ___________________. “My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for our’s only, but also for the sins of the whole world”
(I John 2:1,2 KJV).
G. WHAT IS THE BASIS OF JESUS’ INTERCESSION
8. ___________________. What was Jesus’ prayer pattern on earth? “A place which was called
Gethsemane, . . . sit ye here, while I shall pray” (Mark 14:32). “Jesus often resorted there” (John
18:2).
HOW JESUS PRAYED
f. Teach us to pray, Luke 11:1. ___________________.
g. “Glorify Thou me” John 17:5. ___________________.
h. “Keep them from the Evil One” John 17:15.
___________________.
i. I pray . . . for them which shall believe on me,
John 17:20. ___________________.
j. “Father forgive them” Luke 23:34. ___________________.
9. ___________________. What was Jesus’ qualification to be an intercessor? “For such an high
priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens” (Heb. 7:26). What were the qualities of Jesus that made him an effective intercessor?
Holy = ___________________
Harmless = ___________________
Undefiled = ___________________
Separate = ___________________

10. ___________________. Did Jesus give up his human qualification? When he returned to Heaven?
“But this man, because he continueth ever” (Heb. 7:24). Jesus is still the God-man
11. ___________________. Has Jesus’ intercession changed since He went back to Heaven? “Hath an
unchangeable priesthood” (Heb. 7:24).
12. ___________________. What was one of the main purposes of Jesus’ return to Heaven? “He ever
liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).
13. ___________________. What is the purpose of Jesus’ intercession for us? “To save them to the
uttermost, that come to God by Him” (Heb. 7:25).
14. ___________________What is the basis of Jesus’ intercession? “Who needeth not daily . . . to offer
up sacrifice first for his own sin . . . for this he did once, when he offered up himself” (Heb. 7:27).
H. WHAT IS THE BASIS OF JESUS’ ADVOCACY?

12. ___________________. For whom does Jesus the advocate pray? “My little children, these things
write I unto you, that ye sin not” (I John 2:1).
13. ___________________. What is the basis of Jesus’ advocacy? “If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father Jesus Christ the righteous” (I John 2:1).
14. ___________________. Will all Christians sin? “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves”
(I John 1:8). ___________________. “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar” (I
John 1:10). ___________________.
15. ___________________. What does Jesus do about our sins? “If any man sin . . . he is the
propitiation for our sins” (I John 2:2).
16. ___________________. When are our sins forgiven? “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not
for ours only, but also, for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2). Propitiation is a completed
action at the cross.
17. ___________________. If our sins have been forgiven what is Jesus’ task in praying for us. “My
little children” (v.1).
18. The Father expects ___________________. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that
you sin not” (I John 2:1).
19. We should ___________________over sin. ‘If we walk in the light” (I John 1:7).
20. The Father ___________________. “If we say we have not sinned” (I John 1:10).
21. The Father ___________________. “If we confess our sins” (I John 1:9).
22. The Father ___________________. “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).

THE EARTHLY FAMILY
6. Father says do not ___________________.
7. Son tries his best ___________________.
8. Father knows ___________________.
9. Father wants honesty and ___________________.
10. Father ___________________.

I. HOW CHRIST IS PRAYING FOR YOU
4. He is interceding for you ___________________
5. He is interceding for you ___________________.
6. He is reminding the Father of ___________________.
J. HOW YOU CAN PRAY WITH CHRIST?
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Remember you have access to God through Christ ___________________.
Plead the blood for ___________________.
Pray ___________________ because your sins are forgiven.
Come to the Father through ___________________.
Remember even when you cannot/do not pray, ___________________.

12. You can have anything if you ___________________.

LESSON FIVE
TWO PRAYING TOGETHER IN SCRIPTURE

V. THE PROMISE
Peter and John were in the habit of going to the Temple each day for prayer. Perhaps this was out
of habit, or perhaps this was in obedience to the command of Jesus.

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19).

VI. ILLUSTRATION OF TWO
4. For ___________________ Why did the Scriptures call for two witnesses? “That in the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established” (Matt. 18:16 c.f. II Cor. 13:1). When
two people honestly pray together, their prayers are heard and answered.
5. For ___________________. Why did Jesus send out disciples two by two? “He sent them
forth two by two; and gave them power . . .” (Mark 6:7). He did not give power to them
individually, but to the two corporately. You have courage to ask in faith when you pray with
another.
6. For ___________________. What was meant when you had more than one? “Provide neither .
. . two coats” (Matt. 10:9,10). Two was a sign of abundance in the natural world, the same truth
holds true in spiritual intercession.

VII.

PETER AND JOHN PRAY TOGETHER

“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour” (Acts 3:1).
9. They ___________________. Why were they planning to pray together? Previously they went
after the donkey together for the Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1; Matt. 21:1).
10. They planned ___________________. Could they have not prayed individually? Yes, they
could have prayed alone, but they chose to pray together.
11. They went ___________________. Could they have not prayed at any place? Yes but the
Temple was still God’s house, and they wanted to pray where they had learned to pray.

12. They planned ___________________. Could they have not prayed anywhere, at any time?
Yes, but the historic time of prayers were at 3:00 p.m. They still observed that time of prayer.
13. They were doing ___________________. Could they have not obeyed differently?
14. They were given ___________________. What happens when we obey God in prayerdiscipline? “A certain man lame . . . asked alms of them that entered the temple” (Acts 3:2).
Because they were praying, God gave them a new opportunity of service, i.e. to heal a lame
man.
15. They had a ___________________. How can God answer your prayer – to give you power –
before you ask for it? “Went up together,” i.e., “were going” suggests it was a habit continuous
practice.
16. They were ___________________. What is the result of prayer-discipline? “He took him by
the right hand and lifted him up and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength”
(Acts 3:7). Because they were in the habit of praying together, they were also given an
opportunity to serve together, i.e. a cripple man was healed. If you will make two-prayer a
habit, perhaps God will give you a new opportunity of service.
Learning prayer-discipline from Peter and John
7. Discipline to pray ___________________.
8. Discipline to pray at a ___________________ together.
9. Discipline to pray at a ___________________ together.
10. Discipline to pray for a ___________________together.
11. Discipline rewarded by ___________________.
12. Discipline results in ___________________.

VIII.

PAUL AND SILAS PRAY TOGETHER
“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises
unto God: and the prisoners heard them” (Acts 16:25).

9. They prayed ___________________. What were their conditions in prison? “Thrust them into
the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stock” (Acts 16:24).
10. They ___________________. What was their response to persecution? Proseuchomai, “were
praying,” i.e., a continiuos attitude to be in God’s presence, not so much to ask for anything.
11. They prayed ___________________. What is known about the time? “At midnight.”
12. They prayed ___________________. What was their attitude? “In everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6).
13. They ___________________. What was their emotional and mental condition? The word for
“sang” is humneo, which is our word “hymn.” They were hymning. The word humneo is
attached to the Hallel where specific Psalms were sung by the Jews.
14. They were ___________________. What might they have been singing? “This is the day the
Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa. 118:24).

15. They received ___________________. What was the first result of their prayer? “Suddenly
there was a great earthquake . . . immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds
were free” (Acts 16:26).
When you worship God, He will breakdown
the doors to get in to hear your praise.
16. They were used ___________________. What was the seed result of their prayers? “The
keeper of the prison . . . rejoiced, believing in God, with all his house” (Acts 16:34).
Learning from the prayers of Paul and John
7. Pray when in ___________________.
8. Pray when you ___________________.
9. Pray instead of ___________________.
10. Prayer with ___________________.
11. Prayer leads to ___________________.
12. Prayer results in ___________________.
CONCLUSION
When you are in trials or persecution, learn to two-pray with another to first of all bring the presence
of the Lord into your situation, then two-pray for God’s deliverance.

SECTION FIVE
Suggested Sermon Outlines Six
Campaign Sermons
On the Theme
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A CHURCH PRAYS
These sermons are only suggestions. The pastor will always use knowledge of the
congregation’s needs and will pray to be led by the Holy Spirit in preparing sermons. Sermon
preparation is both a science and an art. As a science, the pastor will follow principles and
procedures. As an art, the pastor will speak from his heart to the hearts of his listeners. Sermon
outlines are provided in print and in the PowerPoint presentation for use in your church as you
preach these messages (see CD).
Experiencing Revival Experiencing Renewal Experiencing Reconciliation Experiencing
Release Experiencing Renewed Vision Experiencing Deliverance from Trouble

SERMON ONE
What Happens When the Church Prays
“Experiencing Revival”
“Every revival begins in a prayer meeting.” -J. Edwin Orr
“Whenever God intends great blessings for His people, He first sets them to praying.” Matthew Henry
A. The promise of revival: Acts 1:4-8.
1. Predicted by John the Baptist. “You shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not
many days from now” (1:5).
2. Proclaimed by Jesus. “Tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with
power” (Luke 24:49).
3. Power of the Holy Spirit. “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me” (1:2).
B. The prayer for revival: Acts 1:12-14.
1. Place. “They returned to Jerusalem” (1:12). We cannot have our prayers
answered if we do not obey the known will of God.
2. People. “The eleven apostles, the woman, Mary the mother of Jesus, and His
brothers” (1:14). Nothing has changed in 2000 years, God works when a small
group commits to intercessory prayer.
3. Passion. “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication”
(1:14). Four qualities to revival:
•

“These all” unity of prayer.

•

“Continued” persistence in prayer.

•

“Prayer” proseuche talking to God about revival.

•

“Supplication” begging God for revival.

C. The power of revival: Acts 2:1-4
1. Wind. “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2). Wind is
the symbol of the new birth, i.e., new life.
a. From God. It was not worked up by believers.

b. Mighty. Powerful to do what it was sent to do.
c. Everyone. Filled the whole house.
2. Divided Tongues of Fire (2:3)
“Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them”
(Acts 2:3).
a. Visual, “As of fire,” i.e., not real fire, but fire-like.
b. Cleansing. Fire is the symbol of purification.
c. Included each. “Sat on each of them.”
3. Filled with the Holy Spirit
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4).
a. First of many. “Be filled (more than once) with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).
b. Yield. Filling is not getting more of the Spirit, but the Spirit getting
more of you.”
c. New task. We are filled to do God’s work.
d. New presence. Not more of the old service, but filled for new powerful
service.
4. Speak with other tongues
(1) Languages. “Everyone heard them speak in his own language” (2:6).
(2) Different. Other language, i.e., heteros, “a different kind of language
than they spoke.”
(3) Words. “They spoke the words that were given them by God.”
D. The power of revival: Acts 2:41-47.
1. Significant conversions. “Those who gladly received His Word were baptized;
and that day about three thousand souls were added to them” (2:41). 2.
2. Supernatural conditions.
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).

a. Baptized. A testimony of salvation.
b. Bible. “Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (2:42).
c. Gathered. Fellowshipped with other believers.
d. Breaking of bread. Celebrated the Lord’s Table.
e. Spiritual power. Prayer had begun the revival and prayers continued the
revival.
3. Spiritual consequences.
a. Respect of unsaved. “Fear came upon every soul” (2:43).
b. Supernatural power. “Wonders and signs” (2:43).
c. Unity. “All who believed were together” (2:44).
d. Church attendance. Continued... in the temple” (2:46).
e. Lord’s Table. Breaking bread from house to house” (2:46).
4. Sustained commitments. “The Lord added to the church daily those who were
being saved” (2:47).
E. Practical ways to pray for revival.
1. Two-pray, pray with another (Matt. 18:19).
2. Carrier of revival, pray with someone who has experienced revival.
3. Intercession, private prayer.
4. Home prayer meetings.
5. Church prayer meetings.
6. One-hour prayer.
7. Fasting.

SERMON TWO
What Happens When the Church Prays “Experiencing Renewal”
“And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief
priests and elders had said to them.24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God
with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all
that is in them.” - Acts 4:23-24

A. The cause of their prayers: Acts 4:23-24
1. Restored: God had answered to release Peter and John from prison (Acts 4:23).
2. Reported: They shared with all what the enemy did to them.
3. Raised their voices: They prayed together.
There is value in the volume of prayer. -J. Arnold
B. The character of their prayers: Acts 4:23
1. Praying out loud. When you pray audibly, you “say” what you want God to do.
“If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain (barrier), move
from here, and it will move” (Matthew 17:20).
2. Praying to God. “They raised their voice to God” (Acts 4:24).
3. Praying together. “With one accord” (Acts 4:23).
C. The condition of their prayers: (Acts 4:2430)
1. God was their Master. They called Him, “Lord...” They called themselves
“Your servants” (Acts 4:24).
2. God was their Sovereign. They recognized Him. “Lord, you are God.” They
recognized His power. “To do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined
before to be done” (Acts 4:28).
3. God is the Creator of all things. They recognized God. “Made heaven and earth
and the sea, and all that is in them” (Acts 4:24). The foundation of our faith is that
God created everything out of that which did not exist. “By faith we understand
that the worlds were formed by the Word of God, so that the things which are
seen were not made of things which are visible” (Heb. 11:3).
4. God has spoken in the Scriptures. They applied Psalm 2 to their being put in
jail, i.e., “the heathen raged” against Messiah and them. “The rulers were gathered
together against the LORD and against His Christ” (Acts 4:26 from Psalm 2:2).
When people do not mind what God speaks to them in His Word, God doth not mind
what they say to Him in prayer. -William Gurnall
5. God was reminded of what happened to them (Acts 4:27-28).
“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together” (Acts 4:27).
a. Herod agreed to Jesus’ death.

b. Pontius Pilate condemned Jesus to die.
c. Gentile soldiers actually crucified Jesus.
d. People of Israel plotted Jesus death.
D. The content of their prayers.
1. Boldness to speak. “Grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may
speak Your Word” (Acts 4:29).
a. We are called to be Jesus’ witnesses (Acts 1:8).
b. They were threatened. “Not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus”
(Acts 4:18).
c. They had promised. “We cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).
d. Continue (literally) “continue speaking Your Word.”
2. Power to heal. “By stretching out your hand to heal” (Acts 4:30).
a. God’s past power to heal had given them the opportunity to preach
(Acts 3:11).
b. God’s past power protected them in jail (Acts 4:21-22).
c. God’s past power to heal caused others to worship God (Acts 4:21).
E. The consequences of their prayers.
“And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken;
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness”
(Acts 4:31).
1. Shakened
a. Could have been an earthquake (Acts 16:26).
b. Could have been the arrival of God’s presence. The Old Testament
describes a “shaking” when God appears, Psalm 114:7; Isaiah 2:19; Haggai 2:6;
Hebrews 12:26-27.
c. The disciples were emotionally and physically shaken.
d. “The place was shaken, that their faith might be unshakened” -Matthew
Henry

2. Spirit-filled. “All were filled with the Holy Spirit.” Since all were praying, all
were filled.
3. Spoke the Word of God. Their prayers were answered.

SERMON THREE
What Happens When the Church Prays?
“Experiencing Reconciliation”
“Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a
complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the
daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, It is not
desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out
from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we
may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the
ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a
man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed,
they laid hands on them. Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.” Acts 6:1-7
A. EXPECT OFFENSES
1. Aggressively ministering. What were the Christians doing? “Daily in the
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ”
(Acts 5:42).
2. Oblivious to problems. Some Christians can be so busy - and diligent - serving
Christ that they are unaware that they cause problems.
3. Discrimination. What was the problem in the early church? “There arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews” (Acts 6:1).
4. No offenses. What was Jesus’ standard? “It is impossible that no offenses
should come” (Luke 17:1). “You cannot help offending some of the people, some
of the time” (Luke 17:1, ELT).
YOU CANNOT HELP OFFENDING WHEN ...
Doing good, i.e., you accidentally goof.
Offering help, i.e., not wanted.
Helping one, i.e., overlook another.
Sharing Jesus, i.e., refuse your words.

5. Christians never have problems. What wrong assumptions do outsiders have
about Christians?
6. The answer: It’s not the problems you cannot help, it’s the way you solve
problems that influences outsiders.
B. IDENTIFY AND DEFINE YOUR, PROBLEMS)
1. Small problems. There was a perceived neglect in care of widows.
WHY PEOPLE WON’T OVERLOOK YOUR SLIPS
People have prejudice against you.
People care for those overlooked.
People are related to the problem.
2. The issue: A small problem can quickly become a big problem.
3. Ethnic overtones. “The Grecians against the widows” (v 1)
WHY ETHNIC PROBLEMS
People cannot forget past offenses.
Those hurt expect discrimination.
People cannot get over their hurts.
They have baggage in their mind and heart.
C. WHAT ARE THE PRIORITIES?
1. Talking to God. What is the first priority as a Christian? “We will give
ourselves continually to prayer” (Acts 6:4). We must talk to God about people,
before we talk to people about God.
WHY PRAYING PEOPLE HAVE RELATIONSHIP PROBLEMS
Not listening to God when they pray.
Not applying the Word as they pray.
Not learning from previous problems.
Don’t have God’s agenda in prayer.
2. Learning from God. What was their second priority? “It is not reason that we
should leave the Word of God, and serve tables” (Acts 6:2). “We will give ourselves ...to the ministry of the Word” (Acts 6:4).
3. The church will never get anywhere being problem-focused, it must always
remain Jesus-focused.
D. FIND PEOPLE WHO CAN DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM
1. People of good reputation, “honest report.”

2. People yielded to the Lord, “full of the Holy Ghost.”
3. Smart people, “full of wisdom”
4. People who will apply God’s principles, “full of faith” (Acts 6:5).
E. GAIN A BROAD CONSENSUS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM
1. Bend over backwards. The Greeks complained; the Hebrews appointed seven
men with Greek names to problem-solve.
2. Appeal to the church. “Brethren, you look and find seven men”(Acts 6:3, ELT).
Let the minority have their say. Let the majority have their way
3. Wisdom in the multitude. “The saying pleased the whole multitude” (Acts 6:5).
4. Allow leadership to lead. “You (the church) find seven men, we (the apostles)
will appoint them over this business” (Acts 6:3).
F. COMMIT EVERYTHING TO GOD IN PRAYER
1. They had prayed in the past(Acts 1:14; 2:41; 3:1; 4:31; 6:4).
2. They prayed over the seven men. “When they had prayed, and laid their hands
on them” (Acts 6:6).
3. They prayed for their ministry. “We will give ourselves continually to prayer”
(Acts 6:4).
G. NOW MAKE YOUR MAIN JOB, YOUR, MAIN JOB
1. They returned to super-aggressive evangelism “Daily in the temple and house
to house” (Acts 5:42).
2. They experienced multiplying growth. “The Word of God increased and the
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly” (Acts 6:7).
3. They experienced supernatural barrier breaking growth. “A great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7).
MIRACULOUS CONVERSIONS
Who? Those who lied about Jesus.
Motive? Priest had hard hearts.
How many? Great company.
What? Obedient to the faith.
Why? The enemy saw the church did right with money and discrimination.

SERMON FOUR
What Happens When the Church Prays?
“Experiencing Release” Acts 12:1-19
A. PROBLEMS FACING THE CHURCH
1. Politics bring trouble. When Caligula was Caesar, he took Emperor worship
seriously, putting a statue of himself in the Jewish Temple. This resulted in a
Jewish revolt and Roman persecutions. “The church had rest” (Acts 9:31). When
Claudius became Caesar in A.D. 41, he backed down on “Emperor Worship,”
made peace with the Jews, and both Rome and the Jews turned against the church.
2. General persecution. “Herod the king laid violent hands” (Acts 12:1).
3. James martyred. “Killed James, the brother of John with the sword” (Acts
12:2).
4. Eliminated leaders. “Proceedeth further to take Peter also” (Acts 12:3).
NO CIVIL RIGHTS
•

“Seized him” (Acts 12:4) beat and subdued.

•

“Put in prison” (Acts 12:4) locked him up.

•

“Delivering him” (Acts 12:4) beat and interrogated.

•

“Intending. . . to bring him,” kill him. 5. What had Jesus promised His followers?
a. They’ll reject your witness (Matt. 10:14).
b. They’ll hate you (John 15:19).
c. They’ll persecute you (John 15:20).
d. They’ll kill you (Matt. 10:28).

B. PRAY WHEN FACING PERSECUTION
1. The church prayed constantly. “Prayer was made without ceasing” (Acts 12:5).
2. The church prayed throughout the night. “The same night” (Acts 12:6).
3. The whole church prayed. “Prayer was made... of the church” (Acts 12:5).
“There is a value on the volume of prayer “-J. Arnold

4. The church prayed earnestly, i.e., ektenos means, “stretched out.” “Elijah
prayed earnestly” (James 5:17). “Jesus prayed earnestly” (Luke 22:44).
5. The church prayed to God.
6. The church prayed specifically “for him” (Acts 12:5).
7. The network of the church prayed (Acts 12:5, 17).
•

While separated, each prayed as one together.

•

While gathered as one, each prayed separately.

C. DO YOU NEED RELEASE?
Just as Peter needed release from a prison that held him in bondage, many today need
release from a “prison” that holds them in bondage.
1. From weakness (2 Cor. 12:9; Heb 11:39).
2. From temptation (Matt 6:13).
3. From thoughts (2 Cor. 10:4-5, 11:3).
4. From habits (1 Cor. 10:13).
5. From bondage (Rom. 7:24-25).
D. THE POWER THAT COMES FROM PRAYER
1. The first answer is usually light. “A light shined in the prison” (Acts 12:7).
2. Released from chains. “His chains fell off” (Acts 12:7).
3. We are enabled. “Arise up quickly ... gird thyself” (Acts 12:7-8). God doesn’t
do for us, what we can do for ourselves.
4. We are directed what to do. “Cast thy garment about thee and follow me ... and
he wilt not where he was going” (Acts 12:8-9).
5. God conceals us from danger. “When they were past the first and second ward”
(Acts 12:10).
6. God does what we can’t do, He releases us from bondage that we can’t break.
“The iron gate ... which open to them of his own accord” (Acts 12:10).
7. God expects us to be self-directed and self-reliant.
WHAT DID PETER DO?

He realized where he was (Acts 12:11).
He realized God brought him thus far (Acts 12:11).
He went to where Christians gathered (Acts 12:12).
He was persistent “knocked” (Acts 12:13) “continued knocking” (Acts 12:16).
He hid himself (Acts 12:17).
8. God will eventually destroy our enemy (Acts 12:20-24).
E. PRAYING BUT NOT BELIEVING
1. The people who were praying rejected the first report. “She (Rhoda) constantly
affirmed” (Acts 12:15).
2. The people praying were surprised when the answer came. “They were
astonished” (Acts 12:16).
3. Peter told them to tell others. “Go chew these things to James and to the
brethren” (Acts 12:17).

SERMON FIVE
What Happens When the Church Prays?
“Experiencing Renewed Vision”
“Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers:
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up
with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said,
Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. Then, having
fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy
Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.” - Acts 13:1-4
A. INTRODUCTION
1. Go everywhere. Where had Jesus told them to go? “Go ye into all the world”
(Mark 16:15).
2. Evangelize. “What had Jesus told them to do? “Preach the gospel to every
person” (Mark 16:15).
3. Followers in every nation. What results did Jesus expect? “Make disciples in
every ethnic group” (Matt. 28:20, ELT).
4. The gospel had produced a multi-ethnic church. What had they done? “To
Antioch...preaching the Lord Jesus to Greeks” (Acts 11:19-20).
B. WHY WERE THEY FASTING AND PRAYING?

1. Saw what God did in Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas had seen great answers to
prayer in Jerusalem.
a. Peter released from prison.
b. “The Word of God grew and multiplied” (Acts 12:24).
2. Their enemy judged. One of the leaders, Manaen, saw his friend Herod
eliminated. “Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch” (Acts
13:1).
3. Worship and communion. “As they ministered to the Lord and fasted” (Acts
13:2). The word “ministered” is liteago, i.e., to worship or serve. This is why it is
called the worship service.
4. To know God more intimately. Why were they fasting? “Blessed are they that
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matt. 5:6).
C. GOD SPEAKS WHEN WE PRAY
1. The Holy Spirit . Who spoke to the leaders? “The Holy Ghost said” (Acts
13:3). “Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His
harvest” (Matt. 9:38).
2. Commitment to God. What is the first step of service? “Separate me” (Acts
13:2).
3. The very best. Who does God want in His service? “Barnabas and Saul” (Acts
13:2).
WHY NOT THE BEST?
God wants the best.
God wants you to give Him your best.
God wants you to produce the best.
4. Full-time service. What is God’s call? “The work” (Acts 13:3).
5. God wants us before He calls. “Whereunto I have called them.”
WHAT CONSTITUTES GOD’S CALL TO FULL TIME?
a. Burden. Malachi 1:1
b. Desire. Jeremiah 15:16
c. Fruit. John 15:16
6. Who does God call to serve Him?

a. Those who are already obedient (11:25)
b. Those who are serving (13:2)
c. Those who are praying (13:3)
d. Those who are available (13:3)
7. Who sends out workers to serve Christ?
a. A fasting and praying church. “When they had fasted and prayed ... they
sent them away” (Acts 13:3).
b. A helping church. “They laid their hands on them”
c. A sending church. “They sent them away” (Acts 13:3).
8. What does sending involve?
a. prayer support.
b. money support.
c. Spiritual support.
D. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN CHURCHES PRAY?
1.Ministy. “Preached the Word of God” (Acts 13:5).
2. Penetration. “When they had gone through the isle” (Acts 13:6).
3. Arouse interest. “The deputy of the county-called for them” (Acts 13:7).
4. Overcome opposition. The sorcerer was blinded.
5. Fruit. “The deputy ... believed” (Acts 13:12).

SERMON SIX
What Happens When the Church Prays?
“Praying When In Trouble”
“Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their
clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having
received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But
at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were

listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.” Acts 16:22-26
“If any of you are in trouble, keep on praying” (James 5:13, ELT).
A. WHY WE GET IN TROUBLE
1. Natural. “Man is born into trouble, as the sparks fly upward”(Job 5:7). “Man
that is born of woman is of a few days, and full of trouble” (John 14:1). “My fellow Christians, don’t be surprised when you have trouble, as though you are not
supposed to have trouble” (James 1:2, ELT).
2. Satan. “And while the man slept, the enemy came, and sowed tares among the
wheat” (Matt. 13:25).
3. God has a purpose.
“God helps us in our trouble, so we can help other people in trouble. When other people
get in trouble, we can help them with the same kind of help that God has given us. You
can be sure that the more trouble you face, the more help you will get from God. So when
you are weighted down with trouble, it is for others” (2 Cor. 1:4-6, ELT).
4. Satan “So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with
boils” (Job 2:7).
5. Self-inflicted. Jacob tricked his brother Esau out of the birthright and the
blessing. “Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing ... then will I slay my brother
Jacob” (Gen. 27:41).
6. Family. Rachel stole her father’s idols (Gen. 31:34). God judged Eli because
his sons were wicked (1 Sam. 3:13).
7. Sin. Samson faced death because he visited a harlot and the men of Gaza tried
to kill him (Judges 13:1-3). David faced trouble because he sinned with
Bathsheba (Ps. 51). Abraham complicated his life when he lied about his wife
(Gen. 12:10-20).
B. IT’S HARD TO SING AT NIGHT
1. But God. “You meant it for evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Gen.
50:20).
2. Lean years. “There is no fruit on the trees, the barns are empty, and the flock is
not producing, but God is able to give me joy and make me sing” (Habakkuk
3:17-18, ELT).
3. God’s gift. God “gives songs in the night” (Job 35:10).

4. God can make biscuits out of trouble. No one likes the taste of flour, shortening, etc. No one likes to be in the fire. But together, it makes biscuits.
C. WHAT TO PRAY IN TROUBLE
“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them” (Acts 16:25).
1. Your first priority is fellowship with God. “Prayers,” i.e., proseuchamai.
2. Next, you should praise and worship God for everything. “Sing praises unto
God” (Acts 16:25). The word “singing” is humneo from which we get hymns.
3. How were they praying? (See Prayer Partners, Regal Books, by Elmer
Towns).
Hymn - Praying
Two - Praying
Worship - Praying
D. WRONG PRAYERS WHEN YOU ARE IN TROUBLE
1. They didn’t complain. Why me? Why this? Why now?
2. They didn’t blame anyone. Those men making money put us here.
3. They didn’t ask for trouble-free ministry
4. They didn’t pray judgment on their oppressors. “Thou shall heap coals of fire
on his head” (Rom. 12:20).
5. They didn’t cast demons out of jailer or city officials.
E. THINGS THAT HAPPEN BECAUSE THE CHURCH PRAYS
1. Your circumstances change. “Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that
the foundations of the prison were shaken” (Acts 16:26). What happens when
God shows up? “There were thunders and lightning and a thick cloud upon the
mount” (Exod. 19:16).
2. The doors were opened to let God in. “Immediately all the doors were opened”
(Acts 16:26).
We know God is omnipresent, He is everywhere present at the same time. God
didn’t need the doors to be opened to visit the jail cell. But, “The Father seeks
worship” (John 4:24), so symbolically, God went to hear the worship of Paul and
Silas in prison. When God showed up, the prison doors couldn’t remain locked.
3. God releases you. “And everyone’s bonds were loosed” (Acts 16:26).

4. You are delivered from prison. “And (the jailer) brought them out ... he brought
them unto his house” (Acts 16:30, 34).
5. You are healed. “He (the jailer) took them the same hour of the night and
washed their stripes” (Acts 16:33).
6. You are given satisfaction. “We are all here” (Acts 16:28). “He (the jailer) set
meat before them” (Acts 16:34).
7. You rejoice. “And rejoiced” (Acts 16:34).
8. Your faith is strengthened.
9. The Word of God is spread. “And spake unto him the Word of the Lord, and to
all that were in the house” (Acts 16:32).
10. You are energized. “Paul cried out with a loud voice” (Acts 16:28).
11. The enemy panics. “The keeper ... drew out his sword and would have killed
himself” (Acts 16:27). “And they (city officials) came and besought them...
desired them to depart out of the city” (Acts 16:39).
12. You point others to Christ. The jailer “believed in God with all his house”
(Acts 16:34)

SECTION SIX
Campaign Activities and Resources
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Prayer Gathering Schedule:
Suggested Saturday Morning
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Teaching Youth to Pray - Activities and Resources
Throughout history, two things have proved typical of great revival movements. First,
they begin in prayer meetings. Second, they often prove to be youth movements that raise up
Christian workers for a generation to come. As you teach your church about prayer partners, look
for ways to involve your youth.
l. Campus Prayer Fellowship. If your youth group draws students from several schools,
organize your group for prayer based on the school they attend. Each school tends to develop its
own culture. Students in that school can meet together to pray for the problems on their campus,
teachers they have in common, and common friends they are trying to reach for Christ.
2. Prayer Partners for Math. In the debate over school prayer, someone said, “As long as
there are Math tests, there will be prayer in our schools.” Encourage your students to form a
prayer partner relationship with another Christian in their Math class. This can be a very focused
relationship in which they agree to pray for each other for the class and homework associated
with the class. This also works in biology, English, history, even physical education. Each
student could have several friends praying for them throughout the school day.
3. Adopt a Grandparent Prayer Partner. Teens often find it easier to relate to older adults
than those their parents’ ages. You can take advantage of this by encouraging your youth to
adopt a Grandparent Prayer Partner. This involves networking a senior adult in your church with
a member of your youth group. A successful youth pastor networked senior adults with teens
claiming, “I would rather have our seniors praying for our kids than complaining about their
music.”
4. Youth Concerts of Prayer. During this campaign, organize a concert of prayer for
youth. This could be part of the Prayer Gathering at the conclusion of this emphasis, or you may
want to launch the youth track of this prayer campaign with an hour of prayer. Providing an
opportunity to practice what they are learning about prayer in a safe environment will reinforce
everything you are teaching them and may launch them in their own ministry of prayer.
5. Choose a Designated Place. One of the most significant prayer movements in the
world today is “See You at the Pole.” On a designated day in September, millions of students
worldwide are encouraged to gather at their school flagpole for a prayer meeting before the

school day begins. Do you have a place at your church where youth can gather together to pray
together before your youth meetings? If not, designate a prayer place on your church campus.
6. Prayer Support Cards. Some youth ministries take individual pictures of everyone in
their youth ministry and develop prayer cards similar to those used by missionaries to enlist
prayer support. If that sounds like a big project to you, remember the first rule of sanity in
working with computers, “If in doubt, ask a kid.” There is someone in your youth group who has
the computer hardware and software at home to produce postcard size prayer cards. More
important, they know how to make that software work.
7. Dress for Success in Prayer. Encourage youth in your church to make prayer part of
their fashion statement. Several companies produce T-shirts and sweatshirts with Christian
statements and images relating to several themes including prayer. In a larger youth group, you
may want to have a quantity of T-shirts made with an “Ask Me to Pray for You” logo.
8. Parent Prayer Group. Many successful youth pastors have reached beyond their youth
group to the parents of teens. Many youth problems are family problems, so a wise youth leader
wants to build good relationships with parents. Also, it is difficult to teach youth principles their
parents don’t think are important. When you organize the parents of your youth into a prayer
group or series of prayer groups, teens understand that you and the adults in the church really
believe in prayer. Also, youth leaders who organize Parent Prayer Groups reap all the benefits of
having a network of prayer partners praying for their ministry.

Teaching Children to Pray Activities and Resources
Jesus used children to teach His disciples important lessons about the Christian life.
When His disciples tried to send children away, Jesus urged them to come to Him. As your
church learns about prayer, here are a few suggestions to help you teach your children to pray.
1. Prayer Poster Contest. Encourage your children to get involved in a poster contest as
part of this campaign. Every teacher knows they learn more preparing to teach their class than
the class ever learns. As children design and produce posters that teach adults about the
importance of prayer, they will also learn an important lesson themselves.
Ask children to think of times when people pray. Listen to their responses and write them
down. Offer additional suggestions. Some examples are before meals, at bedtime, with people
who are sick, in church, before a test at school or a sports game/competition, with friends, for
pets, before traveling on vacation or business by car, plane, etc. Be sure to explain that people
support one another by praying together for special needs. Ask them to choose one of these
examples of when people pray and make a poster that illustrates people praying for different
things/reasons. OR Ask them to make posters illustrating different people who pray, such as
Jesus praying with us, grandparents praying together for grandchildren, parents praying for the
family, teenagers praying for their friends, children praying for their pastor or for missionaries,
etc. This will help children become more aware of who prays and that we can pray for everybody
and everything.

Send a note home with the children to explain the poster contest to the parents (along
with suggestions) and to ask that they provide supplies and encourage their children in this effort.
This is a way the children can take part in the campaign and help them feel like they have made
an important contribution, in addition to their prayers. Give a deadline for returning the posters,
but suggest that they turn them in as soon as possible. OR Provide poster board or paper and
supplies for the children. Consider providing water-based markers, crayons, different colored
paper, scissors, glue, felt, stickers ...anything you can imagine that would help them create a
colorful, meaningful poster. Allow them to work on the poster in class. Have children write their
names on the backs of their posters (or write it for them if they are too young).
Put up finished posters in approved areas throughout the church (perhaps hallways, doors,
bulletin boards). Consider awarding a certificate to each one who participates, perhaps noting
something special about each child’s poster (ex: most colorful, most people in picture, very
creative, wonderful idea, beautiful family, biggest dog, brightest sun, most unique, etc.). Praise
each child for a job well done and for taking part in showing people how important prayer is.
2. Begin a Class Prayer List. Things that are important to children are often trivialized by
adults. Teach your children their concerns are important to God by putting them on the class
prayer list. As you meet each week, give children the opportunity to add new things to the list.
Also, take time to share how God answers prayer and record the answers to prayer on your class
list.
3. Find a Class Prayer Partner. During this campaign, everyone in the church is being
asked to find a prayer partner. Why should things be different among the children you teach?
Encourage each child in your class to become a prayer partner with someone else in the class.
You may want to take class time occasionally to ask the prayer partners to pair up and pray for
one another.
4. Sing a Prayer Together. Prayer has always been a part of Christian worship and many
great prayers are among the hymns and choruses Christians sing when they worship together.
Find a prayer hymn or chorus appropriate to the children in your class and teach it to them.
Teach them both the words and music. There is something about music that helps us learn words.
Then sing the prayer together to God.
5. Learn a Prayer Promise. There are many great prayer promises throughout Scripture.
As you work through this campaign, select several appropriate to your children and use them as
your weekly memory verse. As they learn these verses, they will be motivated to pray for years
to come.
6. Adopt a Prayer Project. Use this special emphasis on prayer to lead your class to adopt
a missionary or ministry as a special focus of prayer during the campaign and beyond. Look for a
project children can identify with. They are more likely to continue praying for an orphanage in
China than your denominational seminary. Teach them about the ministry during the prayer
campaign and follow up throughout the year by sharing updates on the progress of the ministry
or news from the missionary.

7. Ask Children to Pray with You. Sometimes, children learn more from what you do than
what you say. As you teach children about prayer partners, why not ask a different child to pray
for you each week as you begin your lesson time together. You may also want to invite another
child to pray for the class as you conclude the lesson.
8. Teach the Lord’s Prayer. In previous generations, children recited the Lord’s Prayer
daily as they began the school day. That is no longer the case. As a result, most children today do
not know the most basic prayer Jesus taught His disciples. You can change that in your Sunday
school by teaching your children the Lord’s Prayer and saying the Lord’s Prayer together as part
of the worship time in your children’s ministry. Encourage families to pray the Lord’s Prayer
together with their children throughout this campaign. (See Praying The Lord’s Prayer by Elmer
L. Towns, Regal Books).

Family Prayer Resources Activities and Resources
1. Designated Prayer Time. In the early church, Christians gathered to pray at designated
prayer times (Acts 3:1). In busy families, things that are not scheduled often end up being things
that are not done. Designate a specific prayer time during the campaign when the whole family
will get together to pray. Sometimes planning those prayer times around meals works best.
2. Prayer Promise Memory Contest. Throughout the Scriptures, God encourages us to
practice the discipline of prayer by promising to hear and answer our prayer. During this prayer
campaign, encourage family members to memorize prayer promise verses from the Scriptures.
As a family, you may want to memorize a different prayer promise each day. If you learn the
verses together in the morning, use meal times and bed times to review the verse of the day.
3. Family Prayer List. To encourage your family in their prayer life, begin a family
prayer list. Allow any member of the family to add things to the prayer list, no matter how
insignificant they may seem to other family members. Then agree to pray together for each item
until God answers. Be sure to leave room on the prayer list to record answers to prayer and take
time to thank God for each answer.
4. Family Prayer Circle. Try putting the family in a circle to pray. Hold hands together
and pray completely around the circle. Let every family member take turns praying. Have different family members begin the prayer circle on different days.
5. Pray with Dad Day and /or Pray with Mom Day. Part of the responsibility of fathers in
the Old Testament was to pray for their children. During the campaign, identify a designated
Pray with Dad Day and/or Pray with Mom Day to encourage mothers and fathers and their
children to pray together.
6. Share the Prayer. Many Christian families pause to give thanks together before eating
meals. In many families, the same person returns thanks at every meal. Sometimes, the same
prayer is prayed. During this prayer campaign, try sharing the prayer by having different family
members pray at different meals.
7. Bedtime Prayers. Take time to pray with your children as they go to bed. Let them
know you think prayer is important and pray together for the things that are important to your

children. Many parents have used bedtime prayers to teach their children specific prayers and
help them establish the habit of prayer. The Lord’s Prayer is a great prayer to teach your children
to begin each day (see Praying The Lord’s Prayer, by Elmer L. Towns, Regal Books). A
common bedtime prayer begins, “Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray the Lord my soul to keep.
And if I die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take. God bless mommy, and daddy...”
8. Family Prayer Partners. Throughout this campaign, encourage individual family
members to find a prayer partner and begin a unique prayer ministry harnessing the power of
“two-pray.” Why not harness that power within the family. Family prayer partners will
strengthen family relationships as family members become involved in this ministry. Possible
family prayer partners include husbands praying with wives, parents praying with children, or
children praying with their siblings. If grandparents live nearby, you might want to encourage
grandchildren to form prayer partner relationships with their grandparents.
9. Poster Contest. If your child is involved in the poster contest, why not make it a family
affair. Take an interest in your child’s art and encourage him/her throughout the process. You
may want to show the poster on your refrigerator for several days before it is submitted. Even
after the campaign is over, your refrigerator door may be just the place for his/her prayer poster.
10. Breakfast Bible Reading. Take time to react a chapter from the Bible and pray for the
day as the family gathers together for breakfast. As you eat, encourage each family member to
share plans for the day including particular concerns. Then have someone read a chapter from the
Bible and pray for one another around the table. Some families use a devotional book that
includes a Bible reading and thought for the day.
11. Family Altar. The family that prays together stays together. Some Christian homes
have a designated time when families meet together to read the Bible and pray together. Most
find this a struggle to maintain without the use of age-graded resources. Also, as your children
grow, the nature of the family altar will change. If your family does not currently have a family
altar, set a goal to meet together once a week to read the Bible, pray and discuss what God is
doing in the lives of each family member.

Churchwide Prayer Activity Options FASTING
Fasting is a means by which we can worship the Lord and submit ourselves in humility to
Him. We fast and pray for results, but the results are in God’s hands. One of the greatest spiritual
benefits of fasting is becoming more attentive to God becoming more aware of our own
inadequacies and His adequacy, our own contingencies and His self-sufficiency--and listening to
what He wants us to be and do. When we fast, we focus on God. The results are spiritual results
that glorify God-both in the person who fasts and others for whom we fast and pray.
The purpose of all worship, including fasting, is to change the worshiper in ways that
have social and interpersonal impact. We worship and fast to be come empowered to change the
world!
Fasting should be adapted to each worshiper’s individual purpose. Individuals must
determine the length of their fast, what if anything they should eat or drink, and other aspects
related to their particular fast.

There are four basic kinds of fasting.
1. The normal fast is going without food for a definite period during which you ingest
only liquids (water or juice). The duration can be one day, three days, one week, or longer.
Extreme care should be taken with longer fasts, which should only be attempted after medical
advice from your physician.
2. The absolute fast allows no food or water at all, and should be short. Moses fasted for
40 days; but this long of an absolute fast would kill anyone without supernatural intervention,
and should never be attempted today.
3. The partial fast is one that omits certain foods or is on a schedule that includes limited
eating. It may consist of omitting one meal a day. Easting only fresh vegetables or several days is
also a good partial fast. John Wesley ate only bread (whole grain) and water for many days.
People who have hypoglycemia or other diseases might consider a partial fast.
4. The rotational fast consists of eating or omitting certain families of foods for designated periods. For example, grains may be eaten only every fourth day. The various food families are rotated so that some food is available each day.
The words “fast” is derived from the Hebrew term tsom, which refers to the practice of
self-denial. The New Testament Greek word nesteia used for the fast also refers to self denial.
Fasting is a way that we can sacrifice, deny our self, and focus on spending time with God in
prayer for special needs, problems, purposes. We may deny our self to emphasize the needs of
the nation, of others who need God’s blessing or of our own spiritual needs. When you fast, you
should pray and read Scripture. Praying the Bible, quoting Scripture as part of your prayers to
God, is powerful. It provides a feeling of hope and comfort and it shows God that you believe
and are trusting His Word. Take time to study God’s Word and read Scripture related to what
you are fasting for.
There are many reasons for fasting. Here are biblical fasts for nine different reasons:
1. The Disciples Fast “to loose the bands of “wickedness” (Isa. 58:6), freeing ourselves
and others from addictions to sin.
2. The Ezra Fast is to “undo the heavy burdens (Isa. 58:6), to solve problems, inviting the
Holy Spirit’s aid in lifting loads and overcoming barriers that keep ourselves and our loved ones
form walking joyfully with the Lord.
3. The Samuel Fast is “to let the oppressed (physically and spiritually) go free (Isa. 58:6)for revival and soulwinning, to identify with people everywhere enslaved literally or by sin and
to pray to be used of God to bring people out of the kingdom of darkness and into God’s
marvelous light.
4. The Elijah Fast is “to break every yoke” (Isa. 58:6), conquering the mental and emotional problems that would control our lives, and returning the control to the Lord.

5. The Widow’s Fast is “to share [our] bread with the hungry” and to care for the poor
(Isa. 58:7;), to meet the humanitarian needs of others.
6. The Saint Paul fast is to allow God’s “light [to] break forth like the morning” (Isa.
58:8), bringing clearer perspective and insight as we make crucial decisions.
7. The Daniel Fast is so “thine health shall spring forth” (Isa 58:8), to gain a healthier life
or for healing.
8. The John the Baptist Fast is that “your righteousness shall go before you” (Isa. 58:8),
that our testimonies and influence for Jesus will be enhanced before others.
9. The Esther Fast is that “the glory of the Lord” will protect us from the evil one (see
Isa. 58:8).
Those who fast may want to keep a journal of insights God shows them, Scripture that is
especially inspirational or meaningful during this time, and events and lessons learned during the
fast.
The “Ask Me to Pray for You” campaign offers a wonderful time for fasting. You may
want to consider recommending a churchwide fast during the Saturday Prayer Gathering (and
drop the breakfast and snacks). The fast could begin Friday evening at 6:00 and end Saturday
evening at 6:00. Those who are not able to fast for 24 hours, due to medical reasons or
unwillingness, may consider a 12-hour time of self-denial from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the day
of the Prayer Gathering. This would be “fasting” from the midday meal.
Much of this material on fasting is taken from the book Fasting for Spiritual
Breakthrough by Elmer Towns, ©1996 by Elmer Towns and published by Regal Books. Also
available from Church Growth Institute.

Churchwide Prayer Activity Options PASTOR DEDICATION
Many churches practice “laying on of hands” with the pastor on Sunday morning before
the worship service. Some churches gather early (i.e., 6:00 a.m.) to pray over the pastor. Some
gather right before the morning service to pray over the pastor.
Ask for prayer intercessors to volunteer to come and lay hands on and pray over the pastor. When they do this, they pray for God’s anointing and blessing as they identify with the
pastor and the message he will be bringing. This guarantees not only the spiritual power of the
pastor through whom God works, this also guarantees the individual will be praying for the
pastor as he preaches the sermon.
Kneeling. The pastor should kneel in his office or a foyer right before he enters the pulpit.
Those who have volunteered to pray over the pastor will gather around and lay hands on the
pastor. Then each one will offer a prayer for God’s anointing for the morning service. They
should pray for.
a. Wisdom for the pastor as he remembers, delivers and applies the sermon.

b. Power of the Holy Spirit to touch and convict hearers of their sin.
c. Illumination of the Holy Spirit to give insight and wisdom to listeners.
d. Leadership of the Holy Spirit to “lead” people to make a decision based on the sermon.
e. Revival; for God to send revival to the church through the message.
Remember, revival involves divine presence. “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh”
(Acts 2:17).
As people worship during the morning services and listen to God’s Word, God can reveal
Himself and His will to listeners. Some define “atmospheric revival” as those times when
worshippers feel the presence of God in a church service.
Watchers A group of people gathered in the basement, directly under the pulpit of the
Metropolitan Baptist Church in London, England, 1850-1890. These people, called “watchers,”
had answered the call of Jesus, “Could you not watch with Me one hour?” (Matt. 26:39). This
group of people decided to intercede during every sermon that Charles Spurgeon preached. Many
of them seldom heard Spurgeon preach during the forty years of their intercession, but as a result
of their ministry, the Metropolitan Baptist Church became the largest and most powerful in their
day by planting new churches, sending out missionaries, building a Christian college, and
printing Moody’s sermons to deliver around the world.
Elmer Towns visited this church in 1973. The parlor table around which the “watcher”
gathered to pray was no longer directly under the pulpit in the basement. Rather, the parlor table
was off to the side, behind display ropes. Also, the dinner chairs beside which the “watchers”
prayed were no longer under the pulpit; they were in the place at the table. History describes
there were “pillows” on which the watchers knelt as they prayed for the one-hour sermon of
Charles Spurgeon. The pillows were no longer directly under the pulpit, but rather in the dining
chairs. The table, chairs, and pillows were now museum pieces that told visitors what happened
in the past.
Don’t let prayer become a museum in your church. Rather, dedicate a group of watchers
who will gather to pray for one hour during the church service. These should be the same
intercessors that laid hands on the pastor before the service began. Now, they are putting their
prayers to work by continuing intercession during the service.
The watchers in your church do not have to be in the church basement, directly under the
pulpit, but could be in a prayer chapel or any other place in the church that may be set aside for
intercession. Remember, God does not hallow a space in our church building; rather, God looks
for us to make a place of prayer in our hearts.

Churchwide Prayer Activity Options PRAYER ROOM
Many churches already have a room or chapel dedicated to prayer. If you have a prayer
room or chapel, consider using the following program during your month-long Ask Me to Pray
for You campaign.

THREE WAVES OF PRAYER
1. First wave. Ask people to sign up in groups of three or four to come to the prayer room
and pray. Some may come in groups of two; obviously, more can come. The thrust is that each
group will pray one hour. Remember the words of Jesus, “Could ye not watch with me one
hour?” (Matt. 26:40). While one hour may be a long time for some, that may be a short time for
others. However, for many Christians praying for one hour is a difficult assignment. Immediately
after Jesus asked His disciples to pray for one hour, He said:
Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak (Matt. 26:41).
If your prayer room has an altar, have one person pray at the altar, another person can
read Scripture or meditate on a pew/chair. If a third person is in the room, he or she can look
after details such as preparing coffee for those who are on “watch.” This person can also take
prayer requests or pray with people on the phone.
Note: Some churches have a phone line into their prayer room where people may phone
in their requests. If you do not have such a line, consider installing one for the month campaign
of prayer. Others may use a cell phone line. If you do, advertise the phone number through the
church bulletin, PowerPoint presentation, church sign, or on the web site, radio or television
outlets. Ask people to phone in their prayer requests any time of day during the month-long
campaign of prayer. Emphasize that anyone should “ask us to pray for you.”
2. Second wave. Many people will not be able to come to the church prayer room for one
or two hours. Ask for volunteers to pray at their home, office or anywhere else they may be
located. They will pray at a location away from the church, but will be praying for the same
requests as those in the church prayer room/chapel. When the second watch begins to pray, they
will phone the church prayer room to find out the latest requests. They will pray for thirty
minutes, then check in again with the church prayer room to find out if there are any new
requests. By keeping in contact with people in the nerve center of the church (the church prayer
room), prayer intercessors will encourage one another with prayer challenges and answers.
3. Third wave. Those who sign up for the third wave will pray one hour a day. Many people in nursing homes, institutions (jail or hospital), homebound or other places have, from
necessity, more free time than busy, working people. They can be intercessors for one hour a day
for the entire month. Get at least 24 people to join the third wave. Ask each to agree to a different
time so that the third wave will pray for the church, families in the church, and prayer requests
during the whole 24-hour day.
Prayer requests. Special prayer requests will be distributed to prayer warriors through
various methods. Most church receive prayer requests that are phoned in through the receptionist
or pastor’s administrative assistant. In addition, many prayer requests are given to the pastor or
other pastoral staff. Obviously, all these requests should be passed on to the intercessors in the
prayer room/chapel. In addition, a list of all the sick and those in nursing homes, retirement
centers, and other institutions would be given to the intercessors in the prayer room/chapel. This
list has two-fold potential. First, the people in these homes should be prayed for. Second, those

who are able can become prayer intercessors who should be incorporated into the second or third
wave.
Prayer central. Designate a place in the church where all prayer requests are centralized
during this month of prayer. This place could be the prayer room/chapel. You may use a large
bulletin board, with the bold heading PRAYER REQUESTS. Each request could be placed on a
small card and posted on the board. These requests might be categorized under (1) emergencies,
(2) health challenge, (3) continuing concern, (4) salvation/spiritual need. When requests are
answered, they should be transferred to the second board. The second bulletin board should have
the bold heading, ANSWERS TO PRAYER. To encourage the prayer intercessors n the church,
prepare three sections to this bulletin board. In the first section, have research done under the
topic: PAST GREATEST ANSWERS TO PRAYER IN THIS CHURCH. Sometimes God has
done a miraculous work that may have been a miraculous work ten years ago. By posting i t on
the board, it reminds us of God’s past intervention and challenges us to God’s future work. A
second section is: ANSWERS IN PROGRESS. This section includes where God begins
answering prayer, but still there are still challenges left. This might be someone who successfully
underwent surgery, but who needs prayer for healing and recovery. Or someone who was deeply
rooted in sin has recently experienced conversion/salvation and needs prayer now for growth in
grace and protection from former temptations. The third section should be entitled;
HALLELUJAH ANSWERS. These answers to prayer are those great and spectacular events that
everyone recognizes as divine intervention.
Phone central. One person should always be on the phone, talking to other intercessors
(second and third wave intercessors). Also they will receive prayer requests by phone and pray
with people who call in asking for prayer. The person on the phone might make phone calls on
behalf of the church to the hospital(s), to those with special problems or people with special
needs.
Absentee follow up by phone. People on phone duty can also be given absentee lists from
various Sunday school classes. These may include frequent absentees and long-time nonattenders. A cheerful phone call form the church might get an absentee to return. The one
phoning should:
1. Not ask “Where were you?” Absentees consider this to be prying and find it offensive.
Some will think and others may reply with, “None or your business.”
2. Not preach to them about missing church, or try to make them feel guilty.
When you phone an absentee, be cheerful and tell the person about what God is doing in
this month of prayer. Be optimistic and helpful. Tell them God is doing wonderful things in our
church through a special prayer campaign. “We had many answers to prayer such as
____________________. We just wanted to let you know that you are missed, and that we love
you.” Then ask, “How may I pray for you?”
By asking to pray for people, the person on the phone will find out that this sometimes
opens a Pandora’s box. When you ask to pray for people, they may tell you their problems, such

as physical difficulties, potential divorce in the family, depression, besetting sins, etc. Be
prepared to minister to people through your prayers.

Church wide Prayer Activity Options PRAYER WALKING
Prayer walking is simply praying in the very places where we expect God to bring His
answers. Everyone can take part in the tangible way of blessing our communities.
Prayer walking is on-site prayer; praying in the places we expect God to bring His
answers. It is not so much about walking around as it is about praying nearer, in order to pray
clearer. It is intercessory prayer on behalf of others rather than devotional prayer for our own
concerns.
In zip codes, districts, areas and/or communities of the church, choose teams of two or
three who will walk their assigned area. As they proceed, they will pray for what and who they
see, praying specifically for neighborhood needs and concerns and the unspoken needs behind
the door of each house and business.
Mornings are usually the best time. Allow at least two hours per “walk.” Prayers should
be aloud, in conversational style, and relatively short, with each member of the team praying in
turn.
Information adapted from “Prayerwalk Team Guide” prepared by Prayer Walk USA,
512-416-0066, wwwprayerwalk,org.

Churchwide Prayer Activity Options SCHOOL OF PRAYER
Many churches do not sponsor a school of prayer or prayer clinic during the year. Their
resources may be too small or their schedule may require other special meetings. However,
churches that thirst for spiritual power should consider holding a school of prayer, either during
the first or second Saturday morning of the month-long campaign for prayer.
You may find special speakers who focus on prayer ministry through your
denominational headquarters, fellow ministers, Christian speaker’s bureau, and even on the
Internet. Be sure to find out your speaker’s background and seminar outline to determine if you
are in agreement with the doctrine and content of their seminar. Teachers in the school of prayer
or seminar may want to use the following topics.
1. The role of prayer in spiritual awakening
2. God’s plan for prayer and mobilization
3. Prayer for healing
4. Prayer for breaking addiction (see Neil .Anderson, The Bondage Breaker)
5. Equipping the Body of Christ to pray
6. The power of fasting and prayer (types of fasting)

Blessing the Children
INTRODUCTION
Parents are invited to bring their children to the sanctuary during a Sunday morning
service in which the pastor or other church leaders will bless the children and pray for them. This
is not the same as infant baptism or baby dedication. Parents are invited to bring all their children
to a special service that emphasizes the family and Christian child rearing. Church leaders (i.e.,
pastors, elders, board members and spiritual counselors) will offer prayers for blessing the
children at a point in the church service.

PURPOSE
•

To bless children by introducing God’s influence on their lives.

•

To reach out evangelistically because many unchurched parents will bring their
children to be blessed.

•

To commit parents to godly child rearing.

•

To commit the church to support and minister to parents in their task of rearing
children.

•

To give children God’s blessing for protection from the attacks of the evil one.

•

To form a threefold cord between church leaders, parents, and the Lord for the
ongoing nurture of the next generation in the community of faith.

PREPARATION
Prepare a door hanger announcing the service, including the time, date and purpose. A
door hanger is usually printed on card stock paper and has some way of being attached to a front
doorknob. This can be accomplished by stapling a small rubber band to one corner of the
advertisement. The door hanger should have the phone number of the church and/or a church
member living in the community whom parents can contact for more information. When the
contact person receives a phone call, he or she explains the following to the parent:
1. The purpose of blessing the children;
2. Directions for the parents; and
3. That the contact person will meet the family at church and sit with them during the
service.

THE SERVICE
If this service is held at some other time than the campaign, the pastor should preach a
sermon on the importance of raising children, a challenge to parents to know Christ and to live
by Christian principles and the biblical purpose of the blessing. The pastor makes it clear that
this blessing does not take the place of infant baptism or baby dedication. However, during the
campaign, the pastor will probably continue his sermon series, What Happens When the Church
Prays?
Provide a card in the bulletin for parents to complete giving the church basic information
on the child, including name, birthday, address and the name of the parents (see the sample) and
ask for the parent’s church connection if any. The parents should fill this card out and have it
ready to give to the one who will pray for the children or to the ushers.

BLESSING THE CHILDREN SERVICE OPTIONS
OPTION 1: At the beginning of the service, have the children’s choir sing one or more
songs, including “When You Pray” or whatever special chorus they learned for this prayer
emphasis. After singing, have all children in the congregation come to the front for a time of
blessing/dedication by the pastor. After the blessing, the children may remain in the service or
return to separate classes or children’s services.
OPTION 2: During the prayer time at the end of the sermon, call the children’s choir
members to the front of the church. Have them sing one or more songs, including the “When
You Pray” or whatever special chorus they learned for this service. After the children sing, have
them gather with their parents and grandparents. The church leadership teams will have been
instructed to be ready to pray with families for their children. Begin the time of prayer and
blessing by having the “ministry-leadership team” station themselves around the inner wall of
the auditorium. Some visitors may prefer to stand and have a prayer leader come to them.
•

Have some prayer leaders go to the families that are standing.

•

Have some prayer leaders remain around the inside walls of the auditorium.

•

Instruct families to go to a person with the lapel pin, “Ask Me to Pray for You.”
Most visitors will be more comfortable picking out a prayer leader they know.

•

First, the families gather with the prayer leaders to get acquainted. Then the
prayer leaders ask the father and mother for special requests. Children will hand
the prayer leader their ‘Blessing the Children Information Card” at the time of
their special prayer. The prayer leaders may want to lay hands on the children as
they pray for them individually. Parents may either stand with their own children
or form a circle around the prayer leader and children as the prayer leaders pray
with each child.

•

Pray for God’s blessing on the child,.

•

Pray for protection from the Evil One.

•

Pray the child grows spiritually and physically.

•

Pray for any special requests the parents have mentioned.

OPTION 3: During the prayer time at the end of the sermon, call the children’s choir
members to the front of the church. Have them sing one or more songs, including “When You
Pray” or whatever special song they learned for this service. After the children sing, have them
gather with their parents and grandparents. Instruct the entire church to form a circle around the
auditorium. Leaders will go around the circle to bless the children and pray out loud for them.
Each parent will hand the leader their child’s Blessing the Children Information card as it is their
turn. When all have been blessed, everyone will join hands in the circle and the pastor will lead
in a prayer of blessing

THE PASTOR’S PRAYER/BLESSING
The pastor will pray for the children, perhaps incorporating the Aaronic blessing below,
and should give a personal admonition to the parents to raise their children in the “nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”
AARONIC BLESSING
The LORD bless you, and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you, and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace (Numbers 6:2426, NASB).
The pastor should explain three aspects of the Aaronic blessing to the parents. First, “The
LORD bless you and keep you.” They are blessing the children for spiritual, physical, social and
mental growth. Challenge the parents to raise their children as “Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52).
The first blessing is also for spiritual protection. Pray that the child is protected from
physical danger and spiritual temptations. Explain the last petition of the Lord’s Prayer is
“deliver us from the evil one” (Matthew 6:13), which is asking for spiritual protection from
Satan.
The second part of the Aaronic blessing is “The LORD make His face shine on you, and
be gracious to you.” Let the parents know that the face of the Lord is God’s presence in the life
of a children. The parents should know that God loves children, will care for them and the
children should always have the Lord’s presence in their lives. The third part of the blessing is
“The LORD lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.” When God lifts up His
countenance on a child, that means His approval and protection.
Explain to parents that this does not save the child, but only places God’s protection and
blessing upon the child. Then share the plan of salvation with the parents.

The following ABC plan of salvation is a simple, yet straightforward presentation of the
gospel message:
THE ABCs OF SALVATION
Admit that you are a sinner-see Romans 3:23.
Believe that Christ can save you-see John 1:12.
Confess Christ is Lord of your life-see Romans 10:8-1p.

FOLLOW-UP
After the “blessing day,” the church should mail a letter to the parents thanking them for
being present in the service and for letting the church pray for their children. Also, the church
letter should offer spiritual assistance in the raising of the child and the establishment of the
Christian home. (See Letter Four)
Also, leaders should commit themselves to pray through the year for the children and
families they blessed. They may send special notes of encouragement on special occasions such
as birthdays, Easter, etc.
Special Note: Be sensitive to those who are unable to have children, have lost children to
death or through family conflicts, are unmarried or have chosen not to have children. Be aware
that this service may be a reminder of their losses. They could be included in the service by
encouraging them to pray for the families that have asked for this blessing.
Special thanks to Paul Dugan, Associate Pastor at Community Presbyterian Church in
Ventura, California, for allowing us to adapt his idea.
Blessing the Children Service Information
Child’s Full Name ______________________________________________
Child’s Birthdate ___________________ Age ________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
Parent(s) Name(s) _______________________________________________
Phone __________________ Family’s Church Affiliation ________________
• Reprinted by permission at Gospel Light Publishing from the resource book, The YearRound Church Event Book, by Elmer Towns and Stan Toler, 1998. For additional ideas see:
Coming-of-Age Ceremony, p. 24; Infant Dedication, p. 39.

Prayer Gathering Schedule
Saturday Morning Prayer Meeting

(9:00 a.m. through 12:30 p.m.)
8:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast (optional) OR Fasting (optional)

9:00 a.m.

Hymn: In the Garden (C. Austin Mills)

9:04 a.m.

Devotional Study on Prayer Theme

9:19 a.m.

Individual Prayer Time (CAST)
Pastor leads but each prays privately
Confession
Adoration
Supplication
Thanksgiving

9:25 am.

Hymn: Cleanse Me (J Edwin Orr)

9:29 a.m.

Prayer Partner’s Prayer Time (Each shares top three requests) Prayer
partners gather throughout the room to pray quietly together

9:39 a.m.

Chorus: When You Pray (Audrey Mieir)

9:41 a.m.

Prayer for Families (small groups or family units) Families gather
throughout the room to pray together Pray for Husbands/Fathers
Pray for Wives/Mothers
Pray for Children/Grandchildren
Pray for Grandparents
Pray for Extended Family Members

9:59 am

Chorus: I Cast All My Cares Upon You (Kelly Willard)

10:00 a.m.

Coffee and light snack break (unless churchwide fasting, then liquids
only)

10:15 a.m.

Prayer Triplets (Praying for Unsaved in Spheres of Influence), i.e.,
FRANS Groups of three will gather for prayer. Each person will pray for
those he/she influences, i.e., FRANS. The acrostic FRAN stands for
people with whom we have existing relationships:
Friends
Relatives
Associates
Neighbors

10:40 a.m.

Chorus: Lord Lay Some Soul Upon My Heart (Leon Tucker/Ira D. Sankey)

10:41 a.m.

Prayer for the Church Leadership Team (Laying on of Hands)

The pastoral staff kneels at the front of the room while church board lays
hands on them and prays for them. The congregation prays silently at
seats.
10:56 a.m.

Praying for Current Church Needs (Small Prayer Groups)
(Distribute Prayer List that you have prepared in advance)

11:16 a.m.

Pastoral Prayer for the Church
This is led by the pastor

11:25 a.m.

Hymn: Revive Us Again (William P Mackay/John J Husband)

11:28 a.m.

National Prayer of Repentance (Praying and confessing the sins of the
nation)
Read Prayer List (prepared in advance) during this segment, then ask
prayer partners to pray for our nation.

11:38 a.m.

Prayer for Government Leaders (Federal/State/Local)
Distribute Prayer List (prepare in advance), then ask prayer partners to
pray for those leaders.

11:50 a.m.

Prayer for National Concerns and Problems (in advance, prepare a current
prayer list of a national issues)

12:00 noon

Read the story of The Fulton Street Prayer Meeting (1857).1

12:03 p.m

Prayer for National Revival (individual prayers in large group)

12:23 p.m.

National Prayer Hymn: i.e., God Bless America, America the Beautiful

12:26 p.m.

Pastoral Blessing/Benediction

12:28 p.m.

Hymn: Sweet Hour of Prayer (William W. Walford/William B. Bradbury)

12:30 p.m.

Benediction (The Lord’s Supper/Communion may be served here).

1 Elmer L. Towns, The Ten Greatest Revivals Ever (Ann Arbor, MI: Servant
Publications, 2000), 122-124.

The Fulton Street Prayer Meeting (1857)
We recommend that you share this Laymen’s Prayer Revival story during your prayer
gathering. It is excerpted from The Ten Greatest Revivals Ever, © 2000 Elmer Towns and
Douglas Porter, published by Vine Books.

In New York City in 1857, the Fulton Street Church (Dutch Reformed) hired Jeremiah
Lanphier as a missionary to those working in the city who were unreached by the church. Not
quite sure how to proceed in his new ministry, Lanphier decided to organize a noon hour prayer
meeting for businessmen in the neighborhood. He printed an invitation to take part of the lunch
hour to gather for prayer in a designated room at the Fulton Street Church. Then he distributed
the flyers on the street to as many as would take them. On the appointed day, he set up the room
and waited.
Twenty minutes after the prayer meeting was scheduled to begin, no one had arrived.
Then a few steps were heard coming up the stairs. By the end of the hour, only six had attended
the first noon hour prayer meeting at Fulton Street.
In the weeks following, the numbers attending began to increase. By October, the weekly
meeting had turned into a daily prayer meeting attended by many businessmen. By year’s end,
the crowd had grown to fill three separate rooms in the church.
Similar prayers meetings were organized throughout New York and in other cities across
America. By March 1858, front-page stories in the press claimed that 6,000 people were
attending noon hour prayer meetings in New York, and another 6,000 in Pittsburgh. In the
nation’s capital, prayer meetings were conducted five times during the day to accommodate the
crowd. As the movement spread from city to city, it became increasingly more common to see a
sign posted in various businesses throughout the city: “Will open at the close of the prayer
meeting.”
Throughout February 1858, Gordon Bennett of the New York Herald gave extensive
coverage to the prayer meeting revival. Not to be outdone, the New York Tribune devoted an
entire issue in April 1858 to news of the revival. The news quickly traveled westward by
telegraph. This was the first awakening in which the media played an important role in spreading
the movement.
In all the major cities of the Eastern seaboard, the lay prayer meetings flourished. Taking
up the challenge of Christ, who once asked the apostle Peter, “could you not watch with Me one
hour?” (see Matt. 26:40), most of the prayer meetings were held for exactly one hour, from noon
until 1:00 p.m. Many factories began to blow the lunch whistle at 11:55 a.m., allowing workers
time to dash quickly to the nearest church (since the revival crossed denominations, they didn’t
have to attend their own churches) so they could pray for one hour. The whistle then blew again,
signaling them to resume work, at 1:05 p.m.
The prayer meetings were organized in the cities by laypeople and were interdenominational. With earlier awakenings, preaching had been the main instrument of revival, but this
time prayer was the tool. The meetings themselves were very informal-any person might pray,
exhort, lead a song, or give a word of testimony, with a five-minute limit placed on each speaker.
In spite of the less structured nature of the prayer meetings, they lacked the extreme
emotionalism that some had criticized in earlier revivals.

By May 1859, 50,000 people had been converted to Christ through the prayer revival.
Newspaper reports throughout New England reported there were no unconverted adults in many
towns. In addition to an unknown number of nominal church members won to
Christ by the revival, more than a million unchurched Americans were converted to
Christ and added to church membership roles. The movement seemed to be God’s call to
America to repent before the Civil War, in which more Americans were killed than in any other
of the nation’s wars.
The revival begun on the American continent spread to the Old World, beginning in
Ulster, the most northerly province of Ireland, in 1859. About 10 percent of the population
professed faith in Christ during the revival. Similar results were experienced as the revival
spread to Wales and Scotland. An awakening also began and continued for several years in
England. As in America, a million converts were added to church roles during the British
awakening.

Finding Praise & Worship Songs on Prayer on the World Wide Web
Many contemporary songwriters are regularly composing new songs that help some people better express their love for and worship of God. To compile a complete list of these new
songs on a topic like prayer is difficult, if not impossible. It is difficult to catalogue all the new
songs being written, and impossible to include songs that are written after this campaign is
published.
Fortunately, many newer praise and worship songs are available on the World Wide
Web. This includes many songs that are prayers to God or celebrate some aspect of the discipline
of prayer in the Christian life. The following list of web sites represents a few of the 300,000+
sites operating in late 2003. They do not include sites operated by commercial publishers,
churches, Christian bands or radio stations. Many of these sites also make newer Christian music
available to those who visit their sites.
As the web is always changing, we urge you to be discerning when visiting any web site.
We are neither endorsing nor promoting any of the following sites, but provide them as a service
to you, in hopes you may find something of value as you plan worship events as part of this
prayer campaign.
http://www.freepraiseandworship.org
http://www.larryholdennusic.org
http://www.songsofpraise.org
http://www.worshipmusic.com
http://www.kennyearter.net
http://www.sharesong.org
http://www.fica.org
http://www.praiseandworshipsongs.com
http://www.yourchristianhome.com
http://www.newsongonline.org
http://www.newhopemusic.org
http://www.higherpraise.com
http://www.praise.net
http://www.praise-worship.net

http://www.cathysmusic.com
http://www.worshipmusic.com
http://www.praiselyrics.com
http://www.4praise.com
http://www.cgmusic.com
http://www.songquery.com
http://www.heartstogod.com
http://www.praiseandworshipsongs.com
http://www.audiotreasure.com
http://www.pianoplace.com
http://www.pwarchive.com
http://www.christianguitar.org

SECTION SEVEN
Suggested Bulletin Inserts/Tracts
How to Pray for Your Family
How to Pray for Your Pastor
Note. Copy the bulletin insert on one side of your paper, then copy it on the reverse side.
Cut the finished page down the center and you will have two complete bulletin inserts per 8 1/2x 11-inch sheet of paper.

How to Pray for Your Family
Sometimes those who are closest to us are the easiest to take for granted. We are
constantly reminded to pray for missionaries and the needs of our church, but members of our
own family may be neglected in our prayer life unless we make a concentrated effort to pray
daily for our family. Because the family unit is foundational to every aspect of our society,
praying for our family could have a far greater impact than you might think.
Praying for one's family was part of the spiritual responsibility of fathers in the Old
Testament. Job prayed regularly for his children. Abraham prayed for his nephew Lot. Each of
the patriarchs prayed a special blessing upon the children that God had given them.

Throughout history, praying mothers have become legendary. The great evangelist of the
early Twentieth Century, R. A. Torrey, claimed he had come to faith in Christ without any
human intervention. He later confessed he had forgotten a faithful praying mother. When his
mother's prayers reached the throne of God, the Holy Spirit touched the heart of Torrey, who
later reached the world for Christ. The hand that rocks the cradle may or may not rule the world,
but a mother on her knees can have a significant impact in the lives of her children and others.
In the midst of our busy lives, parents may not be as faithful as they should be in praying
for their children. Sometimes it is a praying grandmother or grandfather that has the greatest
spiritual impact on the home. Like the patriarchs of old, they know how important prayer is in
facing the challenges of life. Also, they are also motivated to pray for their children and
grandchildren.
There are many ways to pray for your family. Just as you might pray for needs suggested
by a friend, so you could pray for the requests family members share with you. Also, you may
see prayer needs in your family that the family members themselves have not yet recognized. But
one way to insure the whole family gets prayed for is to pray individually for each one by using a
prayer list.
In many homes, wives pray for their husbands on a regular basis. Sadly, husbands are not
always as faithful in praying for their wives. Praying for your spouse is a great way to grow in
your understanding of each other. Also, when people know their spouse prays for them, their
confidence in each other grows. Knowing your spouse prays for you allows you to be more
transparent in your relationship. That usually results in better communication and stronger
marriages.
As you pray for your family, pray also for parents. God has entrusted fathers and mothers
with the responsibility of raising children in the nurture of the Lord and passing on their
Christian heritage to the next generation. That task is becoming increasingly difficult in a world
full of values incompatible to biblical Christianity. When you pray for parents, ask God to give
them the grace they need as they face the challenge of raising their children.
Then, remember to pray for the children. Children are the heritage of the Lord. Therefore,
take time to thank God for the children and grandchildren He has brought into your life. When
adults look at children, they often think of them as living carefree lives, but every child faces
challenges of their own. Also, pray that your children and grandchildren will come to know
Christ as Savior at an early age and remain true to Him as they mature into adulthood.
Finally, as you pray for your family, remember your extended family. Grandparents often
have a unique relationship with their grandchildren, but they also face unique challenges
associated with aging. Aunts, uncles and cousins all need prayer. They are part of the family in
which God has placed you.
It has been said, "The family that prays together, stays together." Even when families
can't pray together, you can be used of God to improve the spiritual health of your family by
interceding on their behalf.

• by Elmer Towns and Douglas Porter. © 2003 Church Growth Institute. Purchasers of
Ask Me to Pray for You have permission to reproduce this tract/bulletin stuffer for nonprofit use
in their church.

How to Pray for Your Pastor
Do you pray for your pastor as often as you would like him to pray for you? Your pastor
needs to pray, but your pastor also needs to be prayed for. Too often Christians who look up to
their pastor as a godly Christian leader and role model fail to realize that he is subject to all the
frustrations and temptations common to humanity. One of the greatest things you can do for your
pastor is to pray daily for him and his family.
But how do you pray for your pastor? Because of the nature of his ministry, he is not
always at liberty to share what he does or how he feels about many things. Many church
members find it very difficult to understand the emotional and spiritual needs of their pastor.
They simply just do not know what they should include on their prayer list when they pray for
him.
Fortunately, there is an answer to this dilemma. The Apostle Paul often wrote to churches
where he served as pastor and asked them to pray for him. In making these requests, Paul
identified the things most pastors would want their people to include on their prayer list also.
When you pray for your pastor, pray for his health. Things as simple as a headache or
heartburn will impact his quality of ministry. More serious illnesses or physical conditions tend
to impact one's ministry to a greater extent. At times in Paul's ministry, he was convinced his
health problems would have brought his ministry to an end apart from the prayers of others (1
Cor. 1:8-11). Even an illness or injury to some other member of your pastor's family is likely to
have some effect on him.
Pray for the personal safety of your pastor. Many church members do not realize there
may be people in their community who are extremely hostile to the Gospel and potentially
dangerous to your pastor. Just as Paul was concerned of the potential dangers posed by hostile
Jewish leaders (Rom. 15:31), so many pastors and Christian workers today realize there are
elements in their community, which pose a similar threat to their personal safety.
Pray that your pastor may be able to find opportunities for fellowship with other Christian
workers. Many pastors and pastors' wives are lonely and need friends with whom they can talk
and pray, or just spend time together. Even Paul longed for times when he could just visit with an
old friend and briefly escape the constant pressure of ministry (Philemon 22). In many churches,
it is unwise for pastors and their families to develop that kind of relationship with members of
their congregation, so they desire to find fellowship opportunities among others involved in
ministry.
Finally, pray for your pastor's ministry. Ask God to open doors of ministry. Regardless of
the training and experience of your pastor, he will only be able to minister as God opens the
doors (Col. 4:3). Pray also that your pastor would be able to take advantage of these ministry
opportunities for effective ministry. When people prayed for Paul, they prayed he would have the

words, courage and power to speak for God in these situations (Eph. 6:19). Then pray that others
would respond positively to his ministry (Rom. 15:31).
When you pray for these things, you may think of other needs unique to your pastor and
his family. Add them to your daily prayer list and continue to faithfully undergird your pastor in
prayer. Praying daily for your pastor is the greatest single contribution you can make to his
continued effectiveness in ministry.
• by Elmer Towns and Douglas Porter. © 2003 Church Growth Institute. Purchasers of
Ask Me to Pray for You have permission to reproduce this tract/ bulletin stuffer for nonprofit
use in their church.

SECTION EIGHT
Reproducible Promotional Resources
• Sample Letters
• Blessing the Children Service Information Card
• Book Mark
• Bulletin Covers
• Door Hanger
• Letterhead
• Poster/Flyer
• Prayer Partner Card
• Prayer Request/Praise Report Forms
• Much more on the enclosed CD
See the enclosed CD for color promotional resources in PDF format that you may print to
use in your ministry. You may print take them to a local printer for professional printing or you
may print them on your church color printer. All you need is Adobe Acrobat Reader to open
these resources. If you do not have this program, you may download it free by going to
www.adobe.com and following the directions to download your free Adobe Acrobat Reader
software (available for Windows and Mac operating systems). Once you have installed this on
your computer, you will be able to click on any PDF file to open, view, and print these files.

LETTER ONE
Mail two weeks before the campaign begins

“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it
will be done for them by My Father in heaven” -Matthew 18:19
Dear Friend,
Matthew Henry once said, “Whenever God intends great blessing for His people, He first
sets them to praying.” That’s why I am so excited about, “Ask Me To Pray for You.”
We are about to embark on a month-long focus on prayer. Each week we will study the
principles of “Two-Pray” in our Bible study groups. During the morning services, I will be
preaching on the theme What Happens When the Church Prays? There will be special prayer
projects throughout the month for children, youth and families. The next thirty days will give
each of us an opportunity to evaluate and expand our personal prayer ministry. And sometime in
the next month, you will have the opportunity to begin a new relationship with your own prayer
partner.
Jesus has invited us to pray in groups of two. “Again I say to you that if two of you agree
on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven”
(Matthew 19:18, NKJV). When we agree and pray together, God has promised to answer our
request. I want to challenge every member of our church to get a prayer partner and pray with
them frequently during the coming month. You’ll hear me refer to this as Two-Pray. I believe it
will take our prayer to a higher level of spiritual maturity.
I want every member to get a copy of Prayer Partners by Elmer Towns and read it during the month.* Let’s grow in our spiritual understanding of prayer.
Also, I want to challenge all of you to pray for me as your pastor. As I attempt to lead this
congregation, I need your help. I need your prayers. Just as Paul asked believers in every city to
pray for him, I’m asking you to pray for me. Satan would love to knock down the leaders of the
church, so I ask you to hold up each one of us in your prayers.
Let me encourage you to get involved in our prayer campaign. Begin praying now for
your own prayer partner. Let’s learn and apply the principles of Two-Pray together.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Your Pastor
*Obtain the book Prayer Partners, by Elmer Towns, through (include options that apply
in your specific church: our church bookstore, the local Christian bookstore, wwwchurchgrowth.org or 1-800-553-GROW [4769] or by contacting NAME DESIGNATED PERSON
WHO WILL ORDER).

LETTER TWO
Mail the fourth week of the campaign

“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it
will be done for them by My Father in heaven” - Matthew 18:19
Dear Friends,
Throughout the past month, we have studied the principles of Two-Praying in our Bible
study groups and worship services. Now it’s time to move from being hearers of the Word and
become doers also.
This Saturday we are having a Prayer Gathering at 9:00 a.m. at __________________ I
want you to be there. If necessary, please rearrange your schedule if all at possible. You will be
given the opportunity to put into practice much of the things we have discussed this month. The
more prayer you put into this day, the more you will get out of it.
Someone has said, “Nothing of eternal consequence happens apart from prayer.” That
statement applies to our church. We must be a praying people. What will we do on Saturday?
We’ll pray dozens of times in short periods of prayer.
Well pray with dozens of different groups (not one big meeting).
We’ll pray for dozens of topics.
We’ll pray for dozens of political and Christian groups.
We’ll sing and worship the Lord.
We’ll sit down together at the Lord’s Table.
We’ll meet with the Lord.
You have heard us talk about the upcoming “Prayer Gathering.” I guarantee this will not
be one big sermon (not planned), it will not mean sitting in church for three hours (you will
move to different small prayer groups), you will not be bored, nor is this a waste of time. It will
be a time to meet God.
I believe this Saturday’s Prayer Gathering can change the life of our church and change
your life. Please be there.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Your Pastor

LETTER THREE
Mail the week after the campaign ends
Dear Friends,
Thank you for praying for me and our church throughout this past month. Many in our
church family have been challenged in their own spiritual life throughout this special prayer

emphasis. I understand that kind of impact only happens when Christians work and pray together
in a common goal.
I have preached four sermons, What Happens When a Church Prays. Now let’s put the
messages to work by praying more than ever.
We have had four Bible Lessons in Prayer Partners or Two-Pray. Now let’s put the lessons to work by praying with each other.
We have spent a Saturday morning in a Prayer Gathering. Let’s plan to spend more time
together in prayer to see God work. Remember, I quoted in my last letter to you, “Nothing of
eternal consequence happens apart from prayer.” I believe that is true. So, let’s keep TwoPraying together and watch God continue to work on our behalf.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Your Pastor

LETTER FOUR
Mail the week after Blessing the Children
here.)

Dear Parent, (NOTE. You may want to be more personal by using the person’s name

We are so glad you brought your child to church for the special Blessing the Children
service. Your participation shows how much you care about your precious child.
The Bible tells us in Luke 18 of how people brought their children to Jesus so He could
touch them and bless them. The disciples were afraid these people were bothering Jesus, but
Jesus told them “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the
kingdom of God.” He loved the children-their innocence and simple childlike faith. Jesus went
on to say that “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means
enter it.” My prayer is that you too have come to Jesus, believing that He paid the sacrifice for
your sins through His death, burial and resurrection, asking His forgiveness, and with childlike
faith accepting God’s free gift of eternal life.
Please come again this week and bring your child into the house of the Lord. We would
love for you to join us too as we worship and continue our study of prayer.
Please feel free to contact the church if you have any needs or questions ... and be sure to
let me know how I may pray for you.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Pastor

